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From the Desk of Pastor Paul Amara 

 

We Are!  Penn State! 
 

These phrases are becoming the norm for my spouse, Kadie, and me.  Of course we heard them 
before but this time around, we have become part of that family where we really are “Penn 
State.”  
 

We had our first Penn State game experience as participants when we helped at the concession 
stand for Park Forest UMC which happens to be the sister church of the Albright-Bethune. 
 

Kadie and I were recruited to serve at the concession stand as cashiers.  We had to take orders 
for food and drinks to Penn State team fans that were in the stadium to watch the first football 
game of the season that was between PSU and Idaho.  By the way, that was our first experience 
at a concession stand.  We had no idea what the dynamics would look like.  A few hours before 
the game started, we were in full force taking orders from Beaver Stadium employees.  Though it 
was nerve wracking to say the least, it was fun seeing the busyness in and around the stadium. 
 

After few hours of serving, Kadie and I started to get familiar with the machines and the location 
of the food items and drinks.  The day was full of activities and fun.  We definitely have learned 
from our first experience and are ready to do it again.  The next Penn State game will be on 
September 8 against Buffalo and we plan to be there to help out again.  
 

What a blessing to be part of the process as volunteers with the opportunity to meet new people 
and to serve.  Park Forest Village UMC has been involved in this ministry for many years.  As a 
Pastor serving the charge for the Albright-Bethune and Park Forest churches, I am humbled to 
be involved in every way possible as these churches make disciples of Jesus Christ in order to 
transform the world. 
 

Another delightful opportunity I have as a pastor in State College is getting the chance to meet 
and talk to students when I take a stroll around downtown.  The presence of Penn State students 
shines bright light onto State College.  I was once a student.  Seeing the students and talking to 
them bring memories to me.  All I can say is that “I am blessed!” 
 

I invite everyone to join me in praying for our new and returning students, new and returning staff 
and faculty, and other new residents who are in this Happy Valley for business and service. 
 

May God continue to bless us all! 
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• OPEN HOUSE - Our church will have an open house after worship on September 15 from 

12:15-1:30.  We will invite Penn State faculty, staff, and students and other individuals and 
groups.  Please invite individuals you know who might be interested in attending this 
worship service and the open house.  After our worship, we will give tours of our building 
and serve refreshments.  If you would like to donate a food item, a sign-up sheet is on the 
bulletin board in the narthex.  See Lisa Warren if you have questions about the open house. 

• HURRICANE DORIAN - As Hurricane Dorian continued to threaten the U.S. east coast, 

United Methodists were already connecting with Methodists in the Bahamas to start relief 
efforts.  The Bahamas Conference of the Methodist Church is fielding requests to help those 
being evacuated from the “unprecedented devastation” to receive basic supplies and find a 
place to live, says its president, the Rev. L. Carla Culmer.  But the survivors also need 
someone to hear their stories.  “We want to see how we can counsel and listen and be there 
for them,” she told UM News in a September 5 telephone interview.  After striking the island 
nation on September 1, Hurricane Dorian caused devastation and left 70,000 people in need 
of immediate humanitarian relief, says Mark Lowcock, head of the U.N. Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs.  Bahamas Prime Minister Hubert Minnis called Dorian 
the most damaging storm ever to hit the island group (From UM News). 

• OPPORTUNITIES TO VOLUNTEER - Several opportunities are available to volunteer in the 

State College Community.  Four such options include the following.  First, you can volunteer 
with Centre Safe, a domestic and sexual violence prevention and advocacy agency in 
Centre County.  Second, Out of the Cold Centre County provides day and overnight shelter 
for the homeless.  Third, Centre Helps, a nonprofit located in downtown State College, 
provides a variety of services to Centre County.  Fourth, for Penn State football games, 
groups of 10 are needed to volunteer before home games in exchange for a per person 
donation to Albright-Bethune and a ticket for entry to the game for each person.  If you have 
questions and/or are interested in any of these opportunities, please contact Jacqueline 
Peagler (jypeagler@gmail.com or call/text 814-876-8881) for more information. 

• POTLUCK PICNIC - A potluck picnic will be held in collaboration with Park Forest Village 

UMC on Friday, September 27, to officially welcome Rev. Amara and his family to State 
College.  Additional information will be included in our Sunday bulletins as it becomes 
available.  Please contact Jacqueline Peagler (jypeagler@gmail.com or call/text 
814-876-8881) with any questions. 

• MOVE-IN 2019 - August 24 was a huge success with more than 50 cars being parked and 

over 100 people served.  Move-In Day is an annual event welcoming Penn State students 
and families to the area.  This year's event was a collaboration between Boalsburg/State 
College Area Boy Scouts of America and A-BUMC Outreach.  Thanks to everyone for 
supporting the mission by handing out water bottles, snacks; promoting church services and 
helping students carry luggage and furniture to their apartments.  Saturday's volunteers 
included Assistant Scoutmasters Jay and Tracy Lazorcik, Taylor Bearron, Sophia Wood, 
Wally Richardson, Blannie Bowen, Carla Roser-Jones and the Dyreson family.  Special 
thanks to Lisa Warren for leading this effort to welcome students and their families.   

• OFFICE HOURS - Pastor Amara has office hours here at Albright-Bethune on 

Wednesdays and Fridays from 11-2.  You can stop by to visit with him during these hours.  
Also, you can reach him by e-mail at pamara@susumc.org or via his cell phone at 
585-797-4466. 
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• BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES - Congratulations to these individuals who celebrate 

special days this month:  September 5 – Harriet & David Nembhard’s Wedding 
Anniversary; September 15 - Cathy Bowen's Birthday; September 21 – Margie Payne’s 
Birthday; and September 23 – Charlotte Nembhard’s Birthday.  Also, belated 
congratulations to these individuals:  July 30 – India Warren’s Birthday; August 2 – Tajlo 
Lesane’s Birthday; and August 14 – Lisa Warren’s Birthday.  Give Blannie your special 
dates so we can honor you (call 237-5131 or e-mail blanniebowen@gmail.com). 

• PREGNANCY RESOURCE CENTER - Emmanuel Lutheran has invited Albright-Bethune to 

participate in a drive to support the Pregnancy Resource Center.  Each Sunday during 
September, a pack-n-play will be in the narthex to collect baby items.  Suggested items to 
help new moms are diapers (size 4-6), pull ups (size 2T, 3T), wipes, thermometers, sippy 
cups, pacifiers, sleepers, receiving blankets, and clothing for 9-24 months.  Gift cards ($25) 
will also be helpful if an item the client needs is not in stock.  Thanks for your generosity. 

• LITURGISTS & TEACHERS NEEDED – Please consider playing a more active role in our 

congregation.  Volunteers are being sought to be Sunday School teachers and our liturgist 
during worship.  Contact Carla Roser-Jones if you are interested in these opportunities.  
You can reach Carla at (814) 880-9302 if you do not catch her at our worship service. 

• BIRTHS – On July 31, Pastor Paul and Kadie Amara welcomed their second grandchild 

when Jacob Amara was born.  Jacob’s parents are Charles and Sarah Amara and his older 
brother is Andrew.  Also, Tajlo Aaron Lesane was born on August 2 and he weighed 6 
pounds and 6 ounces and was 20 inches.  His parents are Taj and Char Lesane and his 
grandmother is Lisa Warren.  Congratulations on these two additions to our Albright-
Bethune family. 

• FOOD BANK DONATIONS - For the month of September, we are asking individuals to 

donate pasta sauce to the State College Food Bank.  Please place your donations in our 
Peanut Butter Express Wagon.  Your generosity and support are much appreciated. 

• CHURCH CONFERENCE - The annual Albright-Bethune Church Conference will be held on 

Thursday, October 24, at 7 pm at the Mount Nittany UMC on Branch Road.  This 
Conference is open to all members of the A-B Church.  Other churches from the State 
College “cluster” of churches will meet at the same time.  The Church Conference is the 
annual meeting where our leaders are elected and annual reports given. 

• EACH ONE, BRING ONE! - Many individuals will soon move to the area when classes start 

at Penn State and in the schools.  Some individuals will seek a church home to have a 
fulfilling religious experience.  Take the time to share your worship experiences and then 
bring one of these individuals to church with you.  Next, nurture and keep that person 
involved in our church.  Don’t underestimate the impact that you can have if each one of us 
brings only one new person into our congregation.  If each Albright-Bethune member and 
worshipper brings only one new person into our church family, we can begin a serious 
growth mode.  See Pastor Amara for ideas that you can share with an un-churched person. 

• ONLINE GIVING - Albright-Bethune recently created an online option so our church can 

have a predictable income.  It will also free you from check-writing.  You can register to give 
online at www.albrightbethuneumc.org.  Click on “online giving” at the top right of the page!  
Set up your profile (e-mail and password), and indicate your desired amount and frequency 
of giving.  That’s it!  Thanks to Cathy Bowen, our church’s treasurer, for creating this option.  
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• NEW CHURCH SIGN – Our new church sign that is in the flower bed along Beaver Avenue 

was installed this summer.  If you have not yet seen the sign, please take the time to view it.  
The digital sign can display a variety of information in different formats.  It will be an 
excellent way to promote our church and its programs and activities.  The cost to install the 
sign was $13,524 and we still need to raise $9,112.  Several of our members and 
worshippers have already contributed toward the sign fund.  Other contributions and 
pledges are now being sought.  You can place a check in the offering plate and note Sign 
Fund.  Also, you can make a pledge to pay a certain amount.  See Cathy Bowen, our 
Treasurer, about contributing to our sign fund.   

• YOUR ITEMS – Send, e-mail to blanniebowen@gmail.com or give your items to Blannie 

by the 20th of the month.  Send your birthday, awards, church presentations, writings, etc. 
 

 

Calendar 

 
September 2  Labor Day 
September 3  Albright-Bethune Administrative Council Meets, 7 p.m. 
September 15  Church Open House After Our Worship Service 
September 27  Potluck Picnic for Park Forest Village and Albright-Bethune 
October 1  Albright-Bethune Administrative Council Meets, 7 p.m. 
October 6  World Communion Sunday 
October 20  Laity Sunday 
October 24  Annual Church Conference, Mount Nittany UMC, 7 p.m. 
November 3  Daylight Savings Time Ends 
November 5  Albright-Bethune Administrative Council Meets, 7 p.m. 
November 10  Organ and Tissue Donor Sunday (Give Life) 
November 24  United Methodist Student Sunday  
November 24-30 Penn State Thanksgiving Holiday Break 
November 28  Thanksgiving Day 
December 1-24 The Season of Advent 
December 3  Albright-Bethune Administrative Council Meets, 7 p.m. 
December 13  Penn State Classes End  
December 21  Penn State Fall Commencement 
December 25  Celebrate the Birth of Jesus 
January 1  New Year’s Day – Welcome 2020 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
• Birthday, Anniversary, & Special Dates • 

 

Please share your birthday, anniversary, and other big dates.  Complete this form and give it to an 
usher.  If you prefer, send it to Blannie Bowen at blanniebowen@gmail.com or call 237-5131.   
 

Name ___________________________________________      Birthday ______________________________________ 

Wedding Anniversary __________________________   Other Dates ___________________________________ 
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