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Corner of Beaver & Burrowes 

 

 
 

From the Desk of Pastor Pamela Ford 

 

Grace and peace, dear friends in Christ, 
 

We’ve been together for 9 months now as Interim Pastor and congregation!   It seems as 
though it is time for something new to be born!   I eagerly look toward Sunday, October 7, 
as a sort of birth day! 
 

World Communion Sunday will be celebrated in our worship at 11 am.  This day is special 
as we gather around the Lord’s Table with Christ-followers everywhere.  I am always 
grateful to remember how big, diverse, global, and eternal the church of Jesus Christ is! 
 

Following worship, lunch will be provided in the Fellowship Hall as we engage in visioning 
for the ministry of our congregation in the year ahead.  Please make whatever sacrifice you 
need to make to attend!  Here are some questions to consider prayerfully for that day: 
 
 With whom does God call us (A-B) to be neighbors? 
 For whom does God’s heart break? 
 Where is God at work in our congregation, community, and world? 
 What spiritual gifts are present in our congregation? 
 How will we join God’s work in church, community, and world? 
 

This is so important in the life of our congregation!  Times have changed for the local 
church, and we know that we are not going to reap fruit for God’s Kingdom by filling the 
calendar or repeating what we’ve always done.  Neither are we in a time when people come 
to church.  It’s a time to reclaim the Great Commission (Matthew 28:19) and go into all the 
world to make disciples!   
 

Above all, please keep this day and the visioning process in your prayers between now and 
October 7!  Walking with you - Pastor Pam 

• CONVERSATION WITH YOUTH – Our middle school and high school youth are invited to 
gather upstairs in the Sunday School area on Sunday, October 7, at 10 am.  There will be 
conversation about how we can strengthen ministry with and by youth during the Sunday 
School hour and at other times.  Study?  Fun?  Mission projects?  All are possibilities.  This 
conversation will be facilitated by Pastor Pam and D’Andre Wilson. 
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• VISIONING SESSION – On October 7, lunch will be served after our worship service and 
then we will have a Congregational Visioning Session.  This is an important occasion as it 
will set A-B’s direction for the year ahead.  Please pray for this gathering and plan to attend.  
See Pastor Ford or Jackie Peagler, our Administrative Council Chair, if you have questions.  

• PRAYER STUDY SESSIONS - The first of 6 Grounded in Prayer Fall Study sessions was 
held on September 26.  The next 5 sessions will be held throughout October on Wednesday 
nights from 7-8 pm.  Rev. Ford will lead the sessions that focus on The Lord’s Prayer. 

• NEW MUSIC DIRECTOR - Albright-Bethune is pleased to welcome Jason Adams as our 
part-time Music Director effective October 1.  Jason has shared his vocal and 
accompaniment gifts with our congregation on several Sundays during August and 
September.  He comes to us with a background in UMC and other denominational traditions 
and more than 20 years of choral music experience, that concentrates on African and 
African-American music.  As a Penn State graduate with a BA in Music, Jason possesses 
diverse musical skills that include vocal and instrumental performance, musical composition, 
and musical group organization.  As Music Director, he is responsible for selecting worship 
music according to the worship themes and providing service music that includes 
accompanying congregational singing on a variety of instruments, directing choirs, and 
incorporating congregational musical gifts into the service as appropriate.  Jason holds the 
promise of being a tremendous asset to our music ministry.  Thanks be to God! 

• NEW CHURCH SIGN - By action of the Administrative Council, a new LED sign has been 
ordered for our church.  It will be placed on Beaver Avenue in place of the current sign 
which is no longer usable (Lights don’t work and messages cannot be changed.).  This will 
give A-B visibility in this high-traffic area.  Mounted on a 4.5 foot pedestal, the sign will be 
seen by pedestrians and motorists.  Messages can be changed remotely via computer, so 
we can keep our communication fresh.  We hope to be able to invite our student neighbors 
and others to worship and other events at the church in a more attractive and eye-catching 
way.  A down payment has been made.  After installation of the sign within a few weeks, we 
will pay off the remainder in 10 payments totaling approximately $10,000.  This is the 
amount we are challenging the congregation to raise!  Costs include the sign, shipping, and 
installation.  Contributions are now being accepted.  Checks or envelopes should be 
earmarked “sign.”  As of September 24, $1,070 had been given.  

• DALLAS SHOOTING - A diverse group of United Methodists, including about 60 clergy, 
gathered at Dallas police headquarters to raise concerns about the handling of a white 
police officer’s fatal shooting of a young black man in his residence.  “This is not about a 
rush to justice,” said the Rev. Edlen Cowley, organizer of the September 19 event and 
president of the North Texas Conference African American Clergy Fellowship.  Cowley and 
a white colleague, the Rev. Abril Goforth, led a hymn-singing march to the nearby apartment 
complex where the killing occurred.  Amber Guyger, a four-year veteran of the police force, 
shot and killed Botham Jean on September 6 at the Southside Flats apartment complex.  
Guyger, who had finished a long shift, immediately reported the incident.  She said she 
mistakenly entered the apartment thinking it was her own, noticed a figure she thought was 
a burglar, called out a command which was ignored, and fired twice.  The officer’s apartment 
was directly one floor below Jean’s.  Jean, a 26-year-old native of the Caribbean island of 
Saint Lucia, was a risk insurance associate at PricewaterhouseCoopers, and active as a 
song leader at Dallas West Church of Christ (From UM News Service).   
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• BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES - Congratulations to these individuals who celebrate 
special days this month:  October 2 – Juliet Jones’ Birthday;  October 18 – Campbell 
Jones’ Birthday;  October 18 - JoDee Dyreson’s Birthday;  October 20 – David 
Nembhard’s Birthday; and October 28 - Darrin Ferrell's Birthday.  Give Blannie your 
special dates so we can honor you (call 237-5131 or email blanniebowen@gmail.com). 

• PENS - A supply of pens to promote our church has been ordered.  The pens have been 
placed in the backs of the pews for use during our worship service.  See Blannie Bowen if 
you would like to have one or more of the pens.   

• SPEAK YOUR PEACE WORKSHOP - A workshop entitled Speak Your Peace! - A Creative 
Nonviolent Conflict Resolution will be held November 2-3 at University Baptist and Brethren 
Church at 411 South Burrowes Street.  The workshop will meet from 6-9 pm on Friday and 
9-5 on Saturday.  The focus will be on building communication and life skills that lead to 
inner peace and self-acceptance.  Also, you can learn ways to deal with difficult people, 
mediate conflict, and address feelings of hurt, anger and powerlessness.  The fee is $20 for 
students and $60 for others.  You can register at https://speakpeacesc.weebly.com/.  Also, 
you can send questions to suncst@gmail.com or call 814-769-1400.  The trainer for the 
workshop is Marie Hamilton. Founder of CentrePeace and Co-founder of Center for 
Alternatives in Community Justice.  Workshop sponsors include the Friends Meeting, 
University Baptist and Brethren Church, 3rd Way Collective, State College Presbyterian 
Church, State College Borough and the Intergenerational Leadership Institute at Penn State. 

• CHURCH CONFERENCE - The annual Albright-Bethune Church Conference will be held on 
Sunday, November 11, at 3 pm at the Mount Nittany UMC on Branch Road.  This 
Conference is open to all members of the A-B Church.  Other churches from the State 
College “cluster” of churches will meet at the same time.  The Church Conference is the 
annual meeting where our leaders are elected and annual reports given. 

• A WAY FORWARD REPORT - Last month’s session that Bishop Jeremiah Park had 
scheduled to address the Council of Bishop's proposal about the stance that the UMC will 
take on LGBTQ issues had to be cancelled because Bishop Park was ill.  The proposal will 
be presented at a special General Conference of the UMC to be held February 23-26 when 
decisions will be made about the UMC’s stance.  A copy of the proposal entitled 
Commission on A Way Forward’s Report to the General Conference can be found at: 
http://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_Properties/council-of-
bishops/news_and_statements/documents/Way_Forward_Report_-_Final_-_ENGLISH.pdf . 
Also, you can view a series of videos about the Commission’s work over the last 18 months: 
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/commission-on-a-way-forward-offers-more-video-
resources-for-2019-general-co.  

• RECEPTION OF MEMBERS - As we continue to create an accurate roster of Albright-
Bethune members, some who worship here regularly have not taken the step to become 
church members or transfer membership from a former congregation.  If this is your 
situation, you are invited to let the pastor know that you are ready to promise your “Prayers, 
presence, gifts, service, and witness” through the ministry of this congregation!  

• LITURGISTS & TEACHERS NEEDED – Please consider playing a more active role in our 
congregation.  Volunteers are being sought to be Sunday School teachers and our liturgist 
during worship.  Contact Carla Roser-Jones if you are interested in either or both 
opportunities.  You can reach Carla at (814) 880-9302 or contact her after worship. 
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• STRESS REDUCERS – With the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays approaching, now is 
a good time to reflect on an issue of A Christian Perspective newsletter that offered 7 ways 
to reduce stress and make your life more enjoyable.  (1) Allow time everyday for privacy, 
quiet, and introspection.  (2) When you face an unpleasant task, do it early in the day.  (3) 
Delegate responsibility to capable individuals.  (4) Take a lunch break to get away from your 
problems.  (5) Count to 1,000 (not 10) before doing or saying something to make matters 
worse.  (6) Have a forgiving view of events and people because we live in an imperfect 
world. (7) Have an optimistic outlook because most people do the best they can.  

• FALL OPTIONS - Try the following to make your transition from summer to fall more 
enjoyable.  Go outdoors to experience God's creation and watch the leaves begin to change 
colors.  Have a class outside, take a hike, go on a picnic, or pick-up litter in a park or along a 
roadside.  Try a weekend of camping at nearby sites such as Shaver's Creek or Black 
Moshannon.  Also, volunteer to take children to recreational areas.  These are excellent 
opportunities to teach children about the creation stories in Genesis or other Biblical texts   
 

 

Calendar 
. 

October 3  Grounded in Prayer Fall Study Session #2, 7-8 pm 
October 7  Albright-Bethune Visioning Session; World Communion Sunday 
October 9  Albright-Bethune Administrative Council Meets, 7 pm 
October 10  Grounded in Prayer Fall Study Session #3, 7-8 pm 
October 17  Grounded in Prayer Fall Study Session, #4, 7-8 pm 
October 21  Laity Sunday 
October 24  Grounded in Prayer Fall Study Session #5, 7-8 pm 
October 31  Grounded in Prayer Fall Study Session #6, 7-8 pm 
November 4  Daylight Savings Time Ends 
November 11  Annual Church Conference, Mount Nittany UMC, 3 pm 
  Organ and Tissue Donor Sunday (Give Life) 
November 12-18 National Bible Week 
November 13  Albright-Bethune Administrative Council Meets, 7 pm 
November 18-24 Penn State Thanksgiving Holiday Break 
November 22  Thanksgiving Day 
November 25  United Methodist Student Sunday  
December 2-24 The Season of Advent 
December 7  Penn State Classes End 
December 11  Albright-Bethune Administrative Council Meets, 7 pm 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
• Birthday, Anniversary, & Special Dates • 

 
Please share your birthday, anniversary, and other big dates.  Complete this form and give it to an 
usher.  If you prefer, send it to Blannie Bowen at blanniebowen@gmail.com or call 237-5131.   

Name ___________________________________________      Birthday ______________________________________ 

Wedding Anniversary __________________________   Other Dates ___________________________________ 


