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From the Desk of Pastor Pamela Ford 

Happy Springtime! 
 

Despite the longest winter ever, it has been a joyous Easter season!  What a privilege to be 
in ministry with Albright-Bethune!  Men cooked!  Women stepped out! Conversations 
deepened!  Alleluias were sung! Coffee was poured at our fledgling effort at providing 
hospitality for students!   
 

With the semester ending, we have an opportunity to concentrate on growth at A-B.  Let me 
invite you to engage in a 4 week study that will help us create relationships with folks who 
have no connection to church and, more troubling, no relationship with Jesus.  The good 
news is that we can learn to see opportunities to make a positive spiritual difference in the 
lives of people we meet at work, on the golf course, in the convenience store, and at our 
own dinner table!   
 

Please plan to join us at A-B for 4 Wednesday evenings from 7-8:15 pm, beginning May 16.  
You can pick up a book and workbook at the church.  The title is Get Their Name:  Grow Your 
Church by Building New Relationships.  It can also be downloaded on Kindle.  Sunday 
worship will coordinate with the study.  
 

In the meanwhile, I am preparing to spend May 7-9 in Newark, NJ, attending a conference 
for pastors in Cross Cultural/Cross Racial appointments.  These appointments are those 
where the ethnicity of the pastor is different from that of much of the congregation.  This may 
soon be the norm for congregations and pastors. 
 

If it has been a long time since you’ve taken part in a Bible study or if you are feeling nudged 
to greater involvement in what really matters in life, I hope to see you in worship and study 
in the month ahead! 
 

Walking with you, Pastor Pam 
 

• FINALS STUDY SPACE - Evening study space was provided to Penn State students during 
final exam week (April 30-May 3).  Our church was open Sunday to Thursday from 6-11 pm.  
Thanks to Andrew Jackson for leading this effort and to everyone who volunteered, 
donated food and supplies, and offered other types of assistance.   
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• EAGLE SCOUT – May 6 will be a special day for McClane Dyreson who will be featured 
during his Eagle Scout Court of Honor.  The affair will be held at 2 pm at Albright-Bethune 
and you are welcome to participate in both the ceremony and the reception that will follow 
the ceremony.  McClane’s Eagle Scout project included renovating the balcony area of our 
church.  He is a member of Boy Scout Troop 380 of Boalsburg and a very active member of 
our church.  Please take the time to congratulate McClane on achieving this major honor. 

• GRADUATES – Kenyan Cattell will graduate from Penn State on May 6 with her master’s 
in Human Resources and Employment Relations.  Also, on May 14 Ariele Baggett will 
graduate from Temple University with her master’s in Immunology.  Ariele will now pursue a 
PhD at Thomas Jefferson University.  Please take the time to congratulate Kenyan and 
Ariele.  We are proud of their accomplishments.  If you are graduating, please send your 
information to our church’s email address (albrightbethuneumc206@gmail.com) or to 
Blannie Bowen at (814) 777-6550 or by email at blanniebowen@gmail.com.   

• BOOK STUDY - Our church would like to grow and expand our reach in the State College 
community.  We would like to share the faith and fellowship that mean so much to us.  In this 
strange new world of the 21st century, we aren’t sure how to do this!  Beginning Wednesday, 
May 16, all are encouraged to take part in a study of Get Their Name:  Grow Your Church by 
Building New Relationships by Bob Farr and Kay Kotan.  The 4-week study will meet on 
consecutive Wednesday nights from 7-8:15 at the church.  Rev. Ford will lead the study.  
Books are available following worship each Sunday or by emailing the church office to 
reserve the book and workbook.  The cost for the study is $10 per person. 

 

• FISH FRY – All are invited to the 14th annual Larry Young, Terrell Jones, and Ed 
Thompson Scholarships Fish Fry & Fundraiser at Sunset Park on May 11.  This event is 
held to raise funds for the Larry Young Scholarship, the Terrell Jones Memorial Scholarship, 
and the Edward Thompson Memorial Scholarship to enable outstanding underrepresented 
students to attend college.  Lots of excellent foods will be provided.  If you have questions, 
contact Marcus Whitehurst at maw163@psu.edu or 865-5906. 

• BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES - Congratulations to these individuals who celebrate 
special days this month:  May 4 - Donald Ferrell's Birthday;  May 4 – Alan Payne’s 
Birthday;  May 5 - Douglas Bowen's Birthday;  May 6 – Naomi Nembhard’s Birthday;  May 
13 - Sara Roser-Jones' Birthday;  May 20 – Alan & Margie Payne’s Wedding Anniversary; 
and May 28 - Alexandra Dyreson’s Birthday.  Give Blannie your special dates so we can 
honor you (call 237-5131 or email blanniebowen@gmail.com). 

• MONEY MONDAY SESSIONS - On three consecutive Monday evenings from 6:30-7:30 pm, 
Cathy Bowen will conduct financial literacy sessions here at Albright-Bethune.  Students, 
worshippers, and the public are invited to participate in the sessions.  The dates and topics 
are:  May 7:  Taxes: Understanding the Basics of How You Are Taxed; May 14:  Keys to 
a Great Credit Score; and May 21:  Living Paycheck to Paycheck?  Strategies to 
Overcome This Money Monster  See Cathy if you have questions.  You can reach her at 
cbowen@psu.edu or by phone at 863-7870 or at 814-574-8346.   

• CLEAN-UP DAY – Several areas of our church were cleaned on April 14 during our spring 
clean-up day.  David McBride, Lisa Warren, Cheraine Stanford, Michelle Torregano, 
Pastor Ford, the Dyresons (JoDee, Mark, McClane, Zan, and Katie), and Blannie 
Bowen helped clean our church.  Please thank these individuals for their efforts. 
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• MOTHER’S DAY – Greece gave birth to Mother's Day, but the mother of Mother's Day in 
the US was Ann Marie Reeves Jarvis, the wife of a West Virginia Methodist pastor.  Her 
daughter, Anna, led a campaign to have Mother's Day become a national holiday.  Anna 
heard her mother express hope that a memorial would be established for mothers, living and 
dead.  After her father’s death in 1902, Anna, her mother, and sister moved to Philadelphia.  
After Ann's death in 1905, Anna began a drive to fulfill her mother’s wish.  On May 10, 1908, 
a program was held at Andrews Methodist Episcopal Church in Grafton and in Philadelphia, 
launching a memorial day for mothers.  The church later observed Mother's Day on the 2nd 
Sunday each year making Andrews the mother church of Mother's Day.  The church, no 
longer an active Methodist congregation, was incorporated as an international shrine in 
1962.  Mother’s Day will be celebrated in 2018 on May 13 (From UM News Service). 

• RECITAL - Penn State School of Music faculty members Lisa Bontrager (horn) and 
Timothy Shafer (piano), along with Grace Shafer Salyards (horn) and Sarah Shafer 
(soprano) will present a recital on Saturday, May 12, at 4 pm at the University Baptist and 
Brethren Church on 411 South Burrowes Street.  The recital presents newly arranged well-
known American hymn tunes for horn and piano, with soprano and two horn variations.  
These artists have scheduled recording sessions at the Troy Savings Bank Music Hall in 
Troy, NY in mid-May and are anticipating the release of a CD by late summer 2018. 

• ANNUAL CONFERENCE - Our Susquehanna UMC Annual Conference will be held May 31-
June 2 at the Hershey Lodge.  The business of our Conference will be conducted and 
numerous speakers will offer messages.  Clergy, lay leaders, and lay members will attend.  
Please contact Pastor Ford or Jackie Peagler if you have questions about Annual 
Conference.  You can also learn more about the Conference at   
http://susumc.org/index.php/about-us/annual-conference-archive/annual-conference-2018. 

• WOMEN’S DAY – Thanks to everyone who helped make our Annual Women’s Day 
program a success on April 29.  Sarah Roser-Jones gave a very inspirational and 
contemporary message that was enjoyed by all.  Also, Katie Dyreson received an award for 
her service to our congregation.  In addition, Michelle Torregano received a special award 
for her many years of excellent and dedicated service to our church.  Thanks to everyone 
who helped prepare and serve a delicious lunch after the service.   Special thanks to 
Michelle, our Worship Committee chair, who planned and helped conduct the program.   

• ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT – Our church has hired Katryn Boynton as its part-time 
administrative assistant effective April 4.  Kat is a very experienced professional who retired 
from Penn State last year after more than 20 years in the Provost’s Office.  You can 
congratulate her at albrightbethuenumc206@gmail.com. 

• EASTER EGG HUNT - Our congregation held its annual Easter egg hunt at the Bowen 
home on March 31.  The weather cooperated and over 30 children had lots of fun searching 
for eggs and enjoying snacks.  Thanks to Carla Roser-Jones, Albert and Azalea 
Stevenson, Courtlyn and Sara Roser-Jones, Michelle Torregano, Lydia Stewart, and 
everyone who helped organize the event that was consistent with Easter’s purpose. 

• MEN’S DAY & MEN WHO COOK – After our Men’s Day service on March 18, our men and 
boys shared their best dishes during our Men Who Cook luncheon.  Greg Drane, the Penn 
State Blue Band director, delivered an inspirational message about his faith journey. This 
fundraiser generated $1,410 for our church and Albert Stevenson sold $500 in tickets. 
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• ASCENSION DAY - Did you know that, as promised, Jesus appeared to His disciples 40 
days after his crucifixion?  Christians traditionally celebrate His ascension into heaven on 
the 40th day of Easter (May 10 in 2018).  This event is followed by the Day of Pentecost to 
celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit in whose power this happens. 

• UMC ANNIVERSARY - The United Methodist Church was officially formed on April 23, 1968 
with the unification of the Methodist Church and the Evangelical United Brethren Church, 
along with the dissolution of the Central Jurisdiction, a segregated group of African 
American congregations.  As we celebrate this anniversary throughout 2018, especially 
around Heritage Sunday on May 20, return to this page (found at www.umc.org/umc50) for 
the latest news, features, and historical retrospectives on this most important anniversary. 

• PENTECOST – Pentecost is derived from the Greek word “pentekost” meaning 50th.  It is 
commemorative of the descent of the Holy Ghost on the apostles.  It is held 50 days after 
Easter and 10 days after Christ's ascension.  In 2018, Pentecost will be celebrated on May 
20.  The Jews also celebrated 50 days after Passover in a feast called Pentecost. 

• SUMMER OPTIONS - Try the following to make your summer more enjoyable.  Go 
outdoors to experience God's creation.  Have a class outside, take a hike or picnic, or pick-
up litter in a park or along a roadside.  Try a family weekend of camping at nearby sites such 
as Shaver's Creek or Black Moshannon.  Also, volunteer to take some children to 
recreational areas.  These are excellent opportunities to teach our children about the 
creation stories found in Genesis or other Biblical texts. 
 

 

Calendar 
 

May 4-6  Penn State Commencement Exercises 
May 7  Money Monday Session #1 (6:30-7:30 pm) – Taxes: 
     Understanding the Basics of How You Are Taxed 
May 8  Albright-Bethune Administrative Council Meets, 7 pm 
May 10  Day of Ascension 
May 11  Young, Jones, & Thompson Scholarships Fish Fry, Sunset Park 
May 13  Mother’s Day 
May 14  Money Monday Session #2 (6:30-7:30 pm) - Keys to a Great  
     Credit Score  
May 16  Congregational Book Study, Week #1 (7-8:15 pm) 
May 20  Day of Pentecost 
May 21  Money Monday Session 3 (6:30-7:30 pm) - Living Paycheck to  
     Paycheck?  Strategies to Overcome This Money Monster 
May 23  Congregational Book Study, Week #2 (7-8:15 pm) 
May 27  Peace With Justice Sunday 
May 28  Memorial Day 
May 30  Congregational Book Study, Week #3 (7-8:15 pm) 
May 31-June 2 Susquehanna UMC Annual Conference, Hershey Lodge 
June 6  Congregational Book Study, Week #4 (7-8:15 pm) 
June 12  Albright-Bethune Administrative Council Meets, 7 pm 
June 17  Father’s Day 

 


