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From the Desk of Pastor Pamela Ford 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
At this very moment, I’m anticipating next week with family at the beach in Delaware.  On 
the way, I’ll be taking my “grands” to Dutch Wonderland in Lancaster.  I’m not sure what 
possessed me to think I could do this solo, but here we go!    Thanks to you for the time 
away.  I’m hoping that this summer yields some opportunity for catching up on reading, 
thinking, and praying! 
 
I’d like to extend two invitations to you for upcoming events! 
 
First, you may be aware that the United Methodist Church is in the midst of an uncertain 
time.  The issue is that of same-sex relationships and what stance will be sanctioned by the 
UMC, its pastors, and congregations.  A “Commission on a Way Forward” has met many 
times over the past 1 ½  years, and a special General Conference is set for February, 2019, 
to determine the official position of the UMC.  Dr. Tom Salsgiver of the Susquehanna 
Conference has been part of the ongoing Commission discussions. 
 
Open Table at St. Paul’s United Methodist Church on College Avenue will welcome Rev. Dr.   
Salsgiver on Monday, June 25.  He will speak about his work on the Commission and 
answer questions.  The evening will begin at 6 p.m. with a covered dish in the St. Paul’s 
Social Room, followed by Rev. Dr. Salsgiver's presentation.  I plan to attend and hope that 
some of you will, too.  Please bring a covered dish.  Please RSVP to Debbie Harwell at 
djph19@outlook.com by Wednesday, June 20. 
 
On a lighter note, you are invited to dessert at my house, 2301 Oakwood Circle, on Sunday, 
June 24, from 6-8 p.m.  Feel free to come for as little or as long as you can!  If the weather is 
nice, you might want to bring a lawn chair.  From the corner of West College Avenue and 
Whitehall Road, follow Whitehall to the second left after the Harner Farm market.  Turn left 
onto Fir Drive, right onto Spruce, and left onto Oakwood Circle.  2301 is the first house on 
the right on Oakwood Circle. 
 
Blessings to you and yours!  Pastor Pam 
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• PASTOR’S VACATION - Pastor Ford will be on vacation from June 9-17.  On call for 
emergencies will be Rev. Rebecca McGee of St. Paul’s UMC (June 9-10) and Pastor Craig 
Rose of Howard UMC (June 11-17).  Rev. McGee's number is 757-709-5187 and Pastor 
Rose's number is 814-933-7333.  Both pastors live in State College. 

• GRADUATE - Congratulations to McClane Dyreson who graduated from Juniata Valley 
High School last month.  McClane will attend Penn State fulltime next fall.  He has already 
taken some courses while completing high school.  Also, if you are graduating from high 
school or college this summer, we want to honor you and celebrate your accomplishment.  
Please contact Blannie Bowen at 237-5131 or by email at blanniebowen@gmail.com with 
your information.  Remember your congregation if you are moving away from the area.  Be 
sure to worship with us when you return for a visit.  If you are staying in the area, please 
continue to worship regularly with us. 

• LEADERSHIP COALITION - The Centre Women’s Leadership Coalition is working to expand 
and diversify some of the local non-profit boards.  The Coalition is hosting an informational 
session on non-profit board leadership on June 28 from 11:15 a.m. -12:45 p.m. in room 201 
of the State College Borough Building on South Allen Street.  You can learn about the 
different types of nonprofit agencies in Centre County and how you can get involved.  
Nonprofit leaders will talk with you about leadership opportunities and how you can prepare 
to serve on a board.  You will also receive a listing of open board positions.  This is a good 
opportunity to sharpen your leadership skills while serving your community.  To prepare for 
the session, send questions to Charima Young at ccy2@psu.edu or call (814) 863-5425.   

• BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES - Congratulations to these individuals who celebrate 
special days this month:  June 4 - Aliyah Saunders’ Birthday; June 4 - Cheraine 
Stanford’s Birthday; June 5 - Lydia D. Stewart’s Birthday; June 12 – Ariele Baggett’s 
Birthday; June 18 - Cathy & Blannie Bowen's Wedding Anniversary; June 28 - Pierce 
Vincent Devier-Poindexter’s Birthday; June 30 - Huey & Ireen Jones' Wedding 
Anniversary; and June 30 - Jackie & Maurice Peagler’s Wedding Anniversary.  Give 
Blannie your special dates so we can honor you (call 237-5131 or email 
blanniebowen@gmail.com). 

• MEALS FOR CHILDREN - Volunteers are needed to serve meals to children on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, June 19 through August 16, from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. in Abba Java 
Coffeehouse at St. Paul's UM Church.  All food and supplies are provided by the Penn State 
Healthy Bodies Project through the USDA's Summer Food Service Program.  Meals are 
provided to all children without charge.  Volunteers must have Safe Sanctuary clearance.  
To volunteer, contact Renae Schunk at rschunk@stpaulsc.org. 

• ALZHEIMER’S RESOURCE - How can churches help people living with Alzheimer’s and 
other forms of dementia, and their caregivers?  Answering that question is the topic of a 
new, free resource now available from the UMC.  The five-part study, titled 
“Alzheimer’s/Dementia: Ministry with the Forgotten,” includes downloadable videos and a 
leader’s guide.  Retired Bishop Ken Carder wrote the resource based on his experiences 
caring for his wife, Linda, who was diagnosed in 2009 with frontal temporal dementia.  
Topics covered in the study, designed to be used in a small group setting, include impact 
and challenges of Alzheimer’s and other forms of dementia; practical and specific ways local 
congregations can be involved in caring for those with dementia and their caregivers; and 
ways individuals can communicate, interact, and worship with people who have Alzheimer’s 
and dementia (From UM News Service). 
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• FATHER’S DAY – We will celebrate Father’s Day on June 17.  In 1909, Mrs. Sonora Smart 
Dodd of Spokane, WA, proposed the idea of the "Father's Day" to honor her father, William 
Smart.  Mr. Smart, a Civil War veteran, raised his six children by himself on a farm after his 
wife died in childbirth with their 6th child.  The idea came when she heard a sermon about 
the merits of setting aside a day to honor one’s mother.  It gave her the idea to petition for a 
day to honor fathers and, in particular, her own father.  With support from the Spokane 
Ministerial Association and the YMCA, her efforts paid off.  On June 19, 1910, the first 
Father's Day was celebrated in Spokane.  In 1924, President Calvin Coolidge supported the 
idea of a national Father's Day, but it was not until 1966 when President Lyndon Johnson 
signed a proclamation declaring the 3rd Sunday of June as Father’s Day.  This day has 
become a time to not only honor your father, but all men who act as father figures.  
Stepfathers, uncles, grandfathers, and adult male friends are all honored on Father's Day.  
(Sources: http://www.holidays.net/father/story.htm; Article prepared by Patreese Ingram for 
Around the State in 4-H Newsletter, Penn State, June 2002). 

• BOOK STUDY SESSIONS - Thanks to everyone who participated in the four book study 
sessions that were held on consecutive Wednesday nights beginning May 16.  Rev. Ford 
led the sessions that included lots of discussion and dialogue about how Albright-Bethune 
can increase its presence in State College.  A book by Bob Farr and Kay Kotan entitled Get 
Their Name:  Grow Your Church by Building New Relationships was the basis for the 
sessions.  This fall the church will have a retreat to follow-up on the many ideas that were 
discussed.  See Pastor Ford if you have questions. 

• WORSHIP MATERIALS - Publishing teams in Africa are providing hymnals, liturgy, 
curriculum and other educational materials that are helping United Methodists spread the 
gospel.  “Before we started, pastors were constrained because the preaching materials were 
not readily available — they had to search so much before accessing one.  With the 
publishing team, the pastors are now comfortable because liturgical calendars are now 
available everywhere,” said Rev. Rogerio Bartolomeu of the East Angola Conference.  
Discipleship Resources International sponsors UMC publishing teams in Africa.  These 
teams met May 1-5 in Johannesburg, South Africa, to share strategy, plan, and learn.  
Bartolomeu said the materials have united the preaching plans of pastors in the conference. 
His team has produced a liturgical calendar and a holiday Bible for children that includes 
guidelines for children on holidays (From United Methodist News Service - Phileas Jusu). 

• WESLEY’S BIRTHDAY - As John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist movement, grew 
older, on his birthday he often commented how he was still in good health because God had 
blessed him.  His birthday reflections give us a glimpse into how he viewed his life, health, 
and ministry.  United Methodists around the globe celebrate Wesley’s birthday on June 28.  
To read about his birthday letters, visit http://umns.umc.org (From UM News Service). 

• SURVEY FINDINGS - A survey of spiritual "seekers" finds that the top motivators for 
considering a church are knowing that everyone will be welcomed (32%), making friends 
and nurturing friendships (29%), support during difficult times (28%) and learning more 
about God (27%).  Less motivating are opportunities for Bible study, volunteer opportunities, 
discussions of issues and topics and the provision of child care.  The survey, conducted by 
the Barna Group on behalf of UMC Communications, included people aged 25-49 who 
consider themselves spiritual, socially conscious, and seeking meaning in their lives, but 
who are not affiliated with a church.  Enjoyable sermons and insightful teaching rank high as 
attractive church characteristics (From UM Communications). 
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• SUMMER OPTIONS - Try the following to make your summer more enjoyable.  Go 
outdoors to experience God's creation.  Have a class outside, take a hike or picnic, or pick-
up litter in a park or along a roadside.  Try a family weekend of camping at nearby sites such 
as Shaver's Creek or Black Moshannon.  Also, volunteer to take some children to 
recreational areas.  These are excellent opportunities to teach our children about the 
creation stories found in Genesis or other Biblical texts. 

• YOUR ITEMS – Send, email to blanniebowen@gmail.com , or give your items to Blannie 
by the 20th of the month.  Send your birthday, awards, church presentations, writings, etc. 
 

 

Calendar 
 

June 6  Congregational Book Study, Week #4 (7-8:15 pm) 
June 17  Father’s Day 
July 4  Independence Day 
July 10  Albright-Bethune Administrative Council Meets 
August 8  Penn State Classes End 
August 11  Penn State Summer Commencement  
August 14  Albright-Bethune Administrative Council Meets 
August 20  Penn State Classes Begin 
September 3  Labor Day 
September 11  Albright-Bethune Administrative Council Meets, 7 p.m. 
October 7  World Communion Sunday 
October 9  Albright-Bethune Administrative Council Meets, 7 p.m. 
October 21  Laity Sunday 
November 4  Daylight Savings Time Ends 
November 11  Organ and Tissue Donor Sunday (Give Life) 
November 12-18 National Bible Week 
November 13  Albright-Bethune Administrative Council Meets, 7 p.m. 
November 18-24 Penn State Thanksgiving Holiday Break 
November 22  Thanksgiving Day 
November 25  United Methodist Student Sunday  
December 2-24 The Season of Advent 
December 7  Penn State Classes End 
December 11  Albright-Bethune Administrative Council Meets, 7 p.m. 
December 15  Penn State Fall Commencement 
December 25  Celebrate the Birth of Jesus 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
• Birthday, Anniversary, & Special Dates • 

 
Please share your birthday, anniversary, and other big dates.  Complete this form and give it to an 
usher.  If you prefer, send it to Blannie Bowen at blanniebowen@gmail.com or call 237-5131.   
 

Name ___________________________________________      Birthday ______________________________________ 

Wedding Anniversary __________________________    Other Dates ___________________________________ 
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Susquehanna Annual Conference 
May 31-June 2, 2018 

Hershey Lodge, Hershey PA 
 

 
Bishop Jeremiah Park celebrated the convening of the 9th Session of the Susquehanna Annual Conference with 
prayer, song, and worship.  Rev. Ford and I were blessed with the presence of the Holy Spirit as we experienced 
spiritual renewal in the company of our Sisters and Brothers of the United Methodist Church.  This year, we were 
asked to bring or wear a small cross that could be held during moments of prayer. 
 
The Thursday morning sessions began with separate laity and clergy sessions.  Kay Kotan, Director of Equipping 
Vital Congregations for the Susquehanna Conference UMC, provided the keynote presentation for the laity session.  
She outlined eight ways that lay persons can make an impact toward fulfilling the goal of making disciples for 
Christ’s church.  The clergy acted on the report of the Board of Ordained Ministry and approved candidates for 
ordination during their session. 
 
Special services and offerings collected at each were:  

 Memorial Service (Thursday evening)—honors clergy and laity members who have transitioned on to Glory 
since last year’s Annual Conference; Offering—Mission Central (connects God’s resources with human 
need through mission education, mission outreach, and disaster response) 

 Celebration of Retirement Service (Friday evening); Offering—Cup of Water Fund (available for conference 
lay persons facing difficult financial hardship) 

 Ordination Service (Saturday afternoon); Offering—Bishop’s Partners in Mission (Imagine No Malaria Global 
Campaign and Imagine No More Debt of Mission Central) 

 
Business of the United Methodist Church was conducted during Plenary Sessions.  Holy conferencing includes 
presentations by and reports from various United Methodist entities and acting on recommendations from Annual 
Conference commissions and boards.  Highlights of these sessions were: 

 Young People’s Ministry Report 
 Black College Fund Report 
 Equipping Vital Congregations 
 One Church Plan, Small Group Discussion—Council on Bishops will recommend this plan to provide unity 

and space in the United Methodist Church for differing views on human sexuality 
 Mission Central Report 
 Leadership Report—In Tune with Christ 

 
Exhibits representing various United Methodist Church affiliates were displayed in the corridors surrounding the 
conference hall and dining rooms.  Cokesbury also operated a store on site. 
 
Enjoy Conference Archive Live Stream at: 
http://www.susumc.org/index.php/component/content/article/74-about-us/conference-center/annual-
conference/2447-sus-ac-2018-lsa 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Jacqueline Y. Peagler, Annual Conference Lay Representative 


