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Corner of Beaver & Burrowes 

 

 
 

From the Desk of Pastor Pamela Ford 

 

Greetings, friends, 
 

Please save the date of Sunday, October 7!  After worship and lunch on that day, we will 
engage in a visioning session for the future of Albright-Bethune!  We have been working our 
way toward this event through previous conversations and the Spring book study.  Between 
now and then, it is crucial that we are in prayer for our congregation and its mission!  Here 
are some questions for our discernment: 
 

What is our mission?  Why are we on this corner? 
What is Jesus’ mission in our community?  In our world?  How will we take part? 
With whom are we called to minister?  How will we reach out? 
What will we have to give up in order to focus on our mission? 

 

We are in a time of rapid change in the life of organized churches.  The way we have always 
operated does not work.  Doing the same things more intensely will not yield new results!  
What the future of the United Methodist Church will look like we do not know.  What the 
future of AB will look like we do not know.  We do know that inwardly-focused congregations 
are in rapid decline.  I feel the urgency of this moment, and I hope you do, too.   
 

The Spring book study group compiled a list of ideas for beginning to focus outward.  Here 
are a few: 

 Be prepared to greet new families with children in worship.  Provide nursery care. 

 Able-bodied members should park on the street or in the Beaver Avenue garage.  The 
 Pastor’s space should be marked as a “Visitor” space on Sundays. 

 Encourage members/attenders to greater involvement in ministry beyond Sundays. 

 Provide adult Sunday School or Bible study. 

 Become involved in downtown events. 

 Provide live music on student move-in day. 

 Continue offering PSU exam study space. 

 Upgrade outdoor signage so passersby know what happens at AB. 

 Enlist outdoor greeters before worship. 

 Hold several “Invite a Friend” Sundays annually. 
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Some will think we should wait until more people come to make changes.  I think that we 
need to see ourselves as a growing congregation and conduct our life a step beyond where 
we are now.  Otherwise, we have decided to be a small, declining church!  That’s 
unacceptable. (See Matthew 28:16-20.) On a not-so-Biblical note, I like Wayne Gretzky’s 
philosophy:  Play where the puck is going to be!   
 
Walking with you - Pastor Pam 
 

• GUEST CHOIR - Lift Every Voice and Sing!  The Adult Choir of St. Paul’s United Methodist 

Church will share several anthems for our worship on Sunday, July 29.  What a great 
opportunity for some summertime uplift!  Invite a friend!  (Invitation cards will be provided for 
your use in the bulletin the two Sundays prior to the 29th.) 

• MENTORING FOR LITURGISTS - Jennifer Saunders has graciously agreed to provide 

training and assistance for our weekly worship liturgists.  Anyone currently serving as 
liturgist and anyone who would like to learn more about this ministry is welcome to attend.  
The training will be held on Monday, July 23, at 7 p.m. at the Church.    

• JULY FOOD BANK DONATIONS - For the month of July, we are asking individuals to donate 

canned Sloppy Joe sauce (Manwich, etc.) and/or canned pasta (Chef Boyardee, 
Spaghettios, etc.) to the State College Food Bank.  You can place your donations in our 
Peanut Butter Express Wagon.  Your generosity is much appreciated, especially by the 
Food Bank. 

• BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES - Congratulations to these individuals who celebrate 

special days this month:  July 3 – Percephany Devier-Poindexter’s Birthday;  July 5 – 
Paris vonLockette’s Birthday; July 7 – Azalea Stevenson’s Birthday;  July 23 – Tonya 
Black’s Birthday;  July 24 – Albert Stevenson’s Birthday; and July 29 – Niki Dickerson 
vonLockette’s Birthday.  Give Blannie your special dates so we can honor you (call 237-
5131 or email blanniebowen@gmail.com). 

• MOVE-IN DAY - Penn State’s students will start moving back to their residence halls, 

apartments, and other residences on August 18.  This year our church is again planning to 
help welcome the students.  In prior years some of our worshippers have distributed water, 
helped individuals unload their vehicles in our parking lot, distributed literature about our 
church, and offered other types of support.  Plans for this year are being developed and 
volunteers are needed.  Please see Pastor Ford or Jackie Peagler if you want to volunteer 
or have questions. 

• GRADUATE - If you are graduating from high school or college this summer, we want to 

honor you and celebrate your accomplishment.  Please contact Blannie Bowen at 
237-5131 or by email at blanniebowen@gmail.com with your information.  Remember your 
congregation if you are moving away from the area.  Be sure to worship with us when you 
return for a visit.  If you are staying in the area, please continue to worship regularly with us. 

• MEALS FOR CHILDREN - Volunteers are needed to serve meals to children on Tuesdays 

and Thursdays, June 19 through August 16, from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. in Abba Java 
Coffeehouse at St. Paul's UM Church.  All food and supplies are provided by the Penn State 
Healthy Bodies Project through the USDA's Summer Food Service Program.  Meals are 
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provided to all children without charge.  Volunteers must have Safe Sanctuary clearance.  
To volunteer, contact Renae Schunk at rschunk@stpaulsc.org. 

• GOVERNOR NOMINEE - After winning more than 75% of the votes to be Georgia’s 

Democratic nominee for governor, Stacey Abrams made it a point to thank her UMC pastor 
parents - the Revs. Carolyn and Robert Abrams - during her acceptance speech.  She also 
quoted the Bible from the Book of Esther, “We were born for such a time as this.”  Her 
parents are retired UMC pastors who served churches in Mississippi.  Stacey Abrams and 
her five siblings grew up in Gulfport, MS, and were raised to lead lives of service.  Her 
African American family started out in the Baptist Church, but Carolyn and Robert began to 
see United Methodists were doing the things they wanted to do.  Abrams will face the winner 
of a July 24 runoff for the Republican nomination between Lt. Gov. Casey Cagle and 
Secretary of State Brian Kemp.  Cagle is a Baptist and Kemp belongs to an Episcopal 
church (Kathy L. Gilbert, UM News Service). 

• EACH ONE, BRING ONE! - Many individuals will soon move to the area when classes start 

at Penn State and in the schools.  Some individuals will seek a church home to have a 
fulfilling religious experience.  Take the time to share your worship experiences and then 
bring one of these individuals to church with you.  Next, nurture and keep that person 
involved in our church.  Don’t underestimate the impact that you can have if each one of us 
brings only one new person into our congregation.  If each Albright-Bethune member and 
worshipper brings only one new person into our church family, we can begin a serious 
growth mode.  See Pastor Ford for ideas that you can share with an un-churched person. 

• POPE FRANCIS - As World Council of Churches leaders looked on, including UMC Bishop 

Mary Ann Swenson, Pope Francis spoke June 21 about the significance of Catholic 
involvement in ecumenical work and pledged its commitment to the cause of Christian unity.  
The occasion was the pope’s visit to the WCC Ecumenical Centre in Geneva, considered a 
centerpiece of the commemoration of the council’s 70th anniversary.  The visit included a 
morning prayer service, a lunch with council leaders, and an afternoon session with the 
council’s Central Committee and a public mass.  Swenson, who serves as the Central 
Committee’s co-vice moderator, was part of the top leadership group greeting and escorting 
the pontiff around the council’s headquarters (From UM News Service). 

• HISTORICALLY BLACK UMC COLLEGES – There are 11 Historically Black Colleges that are 

affiliated with the United Methodist Church.  Do you know a graduate of these institutions?  
Several are regular worshippers in our church.  The list of institutions includes Bethune-
Cookman College in Daytona Beach, FL; Bennett College in Greensboro, NC; Claflin 
College in Orangeburg, SC;  Clark-Atlanta University in Atlanta;  Dillard University in New 
Orleans;  Huston-Tillotson College in Austin, TX;  Meharry Medical College in Nashville, TN;  
Paine College in Augusta, GA;  Philander-Smith College in Little Rock, AR;  Rust College in 
Holly Springs, MS; and Wiley College in Marshall, TX. 

• SURVEY FINDINGS - A survey of spiritual "seekers" finds that the top motivators for 

considering a church are knowing that everyone will be welcomed (32%), making friends 
and nurturing friendships (29%), support during difficult times (28%) and learning more 
about God (27%).  Less motivating are opportunities for Bible study, volunteer opportunities, 
discussions of issues and topics and the provision of child care.  The survey, conducted by 
the Barna Group on behalf of UMC Communications, included people aged 25-49 who 
consider themselves spiritual, socially conscious, and seeking meaning in their lives, but 
who are not affiliated with a church.  Enjoyable sermons and insightful teaching rank high as 
attractive church characteristics (From UM Communications). 
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• CHARGES AGAINST SESSIONS - More than 600 UMC clergy and laity are bringing church 

law charges against U.S. Attorney General Jeff Sessions, a fellow United Methodist, over a 
zero tolerance immigration policy.  However, an authority on church history and polity said 
he’s unaware of a complaint against a lay person moving past the district level.  The group 
claimed that Sessions, a member of a Mobile, AL, church, violated Paragraph 2702.3 of the 
UMC’s Book of Discipline.  Specifically, the group accuses him of child abuse in reference to 
separating young children from their parents and holding them in mass incarceration 
facilities; immorality; racial discrimination, and “dissemination of doctrines contrary to the 
established standards of doctrines” of the UMC (From Sam Hodges, UM News Service). 

• SUMMER OPTIONS - Try the following to make your summer more enjoyable.  Go 

outdoors to experience God's creation.  Have a class outside, take a hike or picnic, or pick-
up litter in a park or along a roadside.  Try a family weekend of camping at nearby sites such 
as Shaver's Creek or Black Moshannon.  Also, volunteer to take some children to 
recreational areas.  These are excellent opportunities to teach our children about the 
creation stories found in Genesis or other Biblical texts. 

• YOUR ITEMS – Send, email to blanniebowen@gmail.com or give your items to Blannie by 

the 20th of the month.  Send your birthday, awards, church presentations, writings, etc. 
 

 

Calendar 
 

July 4  Independence Day 
July 10  Albright-Bethune Administrative Council Meets, 7 p.m. 
August 8  Penn State Classes End 
August 11  Penn State Summer Commencement  
August 14  Albright-Bethune Administrative Council Meets, 7 p.m. 
August 18  Penn State Move-in Day 
August 20  Penn State Classes Begin 
September 3  Labor Day 
September 11  Albright-Bethune Administrative Council Meets, 7 p.m. 
October 7  Albright-Bethune Visioning Session; World Communion Sunday 
October 9  Albright-Bethune Administrative Council Meets, 7 p.m. 
October 21  Laity Sunday 
November 4  Daylight Savings Time Ends 
November 11  Organ and Tissue Donor Sunday (Give Life) 
November 12-18 National Bible Week 
November 13  Albright-Bethune Administrative Council Meets, 7 p.m. 
November 18-24 Penn State Thanksgiving Holiday Break 
November 22  Thanksgiving Day 
November 25  United Methodist Student Sunday  
December 2-24 The Season of Advent 
December 7  Penn State Classes End 
December 11  Albright-Bethune Administrative Council Meets, 7 p.m. 
December 15  Penn State Fall Commencement 
December 25  Celebrate the Birth of Jesus 
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