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• INTERIM PASTOR FORD - On January 3, Rev. Lori Steffensen, our State College District 
Superintendent, met with our Albright-Bethune Staff/Pastor Parish Relations Committee 
(S/PPRC) and other church leaders who are on the Administrative Council to introduce Rev. 
Dr. Pamela Haddon Ford who will serve as our interim pastor.  Rev. Steffensen selected 
Rev. Ford to replace Pastor Kathleen Danley who retired last month after serving as our 
pastor since January 2014.  Please take the time to welcome Rev. Ford who is well qualified 
to serve as our pastor.  Jackie Peagler, the chair of our S/PPR Committee, sent an email to 
the congregation that provided more information and details about our new pastor.  

Prior to her retirement in 2011, Rev. Ford served extensively as a United Methodist pastor in 
the State College area followed by an appointment as State College District Superintendent. 
Since retiring, she has remained active as an interim minister in Williamsport and 
McVeytown, and most recently as a pulpit supply preacher in the Penns Valley area. 

Rev. Ford’s first Sunday at Albright-Bethune will be January 14 when she will begin serving 
as our intentional interim pastor until June 30, 2019.  Within the next few months, Rev. Ford 
will be working with the S/PPRC to define our direction during this interim period, pursuant 
to the selection of a permanent pastor upon her departure. 

Please join us as Rev. Ford shares her spiritual gifts and partakes in the warmth of our 
worship experience at Albright-Bethune UMC. 

December 24 was Pastor Danley’s last day with us when she led the morning worship and 
then our Christmas Eve service.  During our worship service on December 17, Rev. Danley 
announced her retirement and read a letter to the congregation.  She detailed some of the 
accomplishments of our congregation during her four years with us.  Our church has a more 
solid financial standing which includes paying in full our shares on ministry to the 
Conference.  We also made several improvements to the physical appearance of both our 
church and the parsonage.  Rev. Danley said that she had brought the face of Albright-
Bethune to the Advisory Board of Abba Java, Interfaith Human Services, and the Campus & 
Community in Unity group.  All in the congregation wish her well in retirement as she 
transitions to another phase of her life. 
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• BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES - Congratulations to these individuals who celebrate 
special days this month:  January 1 - Ireen Jones' Birthday; January 8 – Lela 
vonLockette’s Birthday;  January 9 – Azalea & Albert Stevenson’s Wedding Anniversary;  
January 9 – Makuka Mulenga’s Birthday;  January 12 – Lake Avalon Black’s Birthday;  
January 23 – Walter Jones’ Birthday;  January 26 – Allej’eandria Holliday’s Birthday;  
January 29 - Ocean Williams’ Birthday;  and January 30 - Mark Dyreson’s Birthday.  Give 
Blannie Bowen your special dates so we can honor you (call 237-5131 or email 
blanniebowen@gmail.com). 

• MLK BANQUET - The 43rd Annual Martin Luther King, Jr., banquet will be held on January 
15 at the Penn Stater Conference Center beginning at 6 p.m.  All seats for the banquet sold-
out in less than two hours, but our church was fortunate to again purchase a table with 10 
seats.  Thanks to Michelle Torregano who coordinated the tickets for our table.  The 
banquet is conducted by the Forum on Black Affairs (FOBA) faculty and staff organization. 

• SERVICE WITH MENNONITE CHURCH – On February 11 our church will again worship with 
and share a meal with the University Mennonite Church during our 18th annual joint service.  
NOTE:  This year the service will be held at the Mennonite Church on Norma Street near the 
Ramada Inn and will begin at 10 a.m.  Albright-Bethune worshippers are asked to bring 
either a side dish or a dessert.  This annual service was started in 2000 and is held during 
Black History Month to promote cross-cultural understanding of two religious traditions. 

• PROMOTION & TENURE - Congratulations to Michelle Torregano who will be promoted to 
associate professor and tenured by California University of Pennsylvania effective January 
18.  This is a major accomplishment in her long educational career. 

• HUMAN RELATIONS DAY – The UMC will celebrate Human Relations Day on January 14 
and how will you help celebrate this important day?  Turn on the news or drive around the 
outskirts of your town and you will find what Jesus called “the least of these.”  Those living in 
the margins of society, struggling to survive.  People like: 

 An immigrant teenager in Texas’ poorest county, being recruited by a local gang; 
 A father struggling for sobriety in Little Rock, Arkansas; and 
 An Oklahoma woman recently released from incarceration looking for work.   

Over and over Jesus served people like this, embracing them.  And that’s what we want to 
model as the people of the UMC.  To continue the ministry of Jesus, we established Human 
Relations Day as a Special Sunday that calls all of our churches to participate in helping all 
God’s children to realize their potential (From UM News Service). 

• MONEY MONDAYS - In December, the Parish and Community Development Committee of 
our Susquehanna UMC Conference said that it was honored to review the application that 
Cathy Bowen submitted to continue the Money Mondays effort she started last fall.  The 
Committee presented her grant request to the Missional Board and said that they were 
happy to award the requested one-time Social Ministries grant of $1,500 for the 2018 year.  
This ministry seed money is to provide Cathy with the ability to make Money Mondays self-
sustaining, and “be able to continue to serve the Lord in this way into the future.”  
Congratulations Cathy and best wishes with Money Mondays. 

• CONDOLENCES - If you have not done so already, please take the time to extend 
condolences to Jennifer Saunders and her family.  Jennifer’s mother died last month after 
an extended period of illness.  Also, Rev. Yolanda Wilson Clarke, who was one of Albright-
Bethune’s co-pastors in the late 1990s, lost her father last month (Mr. Johnny Wilson).  
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• UMC SCHOLARSHIPS & LOANS - UMC high school seniors and those enrolled in college 
who are active in their church and/or in the conference may apply for a Fall 2018 
scholarship offered through the UM General Board of Higher Education and Ministry.  
Students must apply online between January 3-March 7 at https://www.gbhem.org/loans-
and-scholarships/scholarships.  Student loans are also available at interest rates as low as 
3.75% (with a credit worthy co-signer).  Funds for these scholarships come from offerings 
taken on UMC Student Day, World Communion Sunday, and Native American Sunday.  
Please share this information with students and families that qualify for this support. 

• INCOME Tax Assistance - Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) is available by 
appointment from February 1 to April 12.  No assistance will be provided March 3-10 during 
the Penn State spring break.  Assistance is provided to families whose gross income is 
$54,000 or less for the 2017 tax year.  Sessions are held at Penn State in Room 10 
Ferguson Building which is in the basement.  To self-schedule an appointment, go to 
www.psuvita.org/ after January 20.  Starting January 29, you can also call 814-863-4147 to 
schedule an appointment.  If there is no answer, leave a call-back name and number.  See 
Cathy Bowen if you have questions about VITA. 

• SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY - If you watch football’s Super Bowl on February 4, think about 
sharing your snacks.  In 1993, a single prayer led a senior high youth group in Columbia, 
SC, to create a simple, yet powerful idea to fight hunger and poverty in their city.  The 
Souper Bowl of Caring calls youth to action.  And individuals, civic organizations, and 
schools are making a difference through this movement.  Various religious groups, including 
the UMC, promote the concept of souper bowls to share food with the hungry.  On this day, 
give to the Food Bank, share with individuals who are less fortunate, or make a special gift 
during our offering.  This year our Albright-Bethune children will again conduct a special 
activity.  Bring a can of soup (or another non-perishable item) for the Food Bank and stay for 
some delicious soup after our worship service.  Contact JoDee Dyreson to bring some soup 
to share or if you have questions about this activity.  Thanks for supporting our children. 

• CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM – Thanks to our children who displayed their vast 
singing and acting talents during a Christmas program that was held December 9 during our 
worship service.  The children dressed in appropriate clothing to represent Mary and 
Joseph, the wise men, angels, and others associated with the birth of Jesus.  Special thanks 
are extended to the individuals who organized and directed the program. 

• POINSETTIAS – Thanks to Deborah Atwater and Bill Asbury for donating some of the 
beautiful altar poinsettias during the Advent season.  Also, thanks to all others who also 
purchased the poinsettias that graced other areas of our church.  Your support is much 
appreciated because it represents the true meaning of the Christmas season.  

• CHRISTMAS EVE - Our Albright-Bethune Christmas Eve service was held on December 
24 at 6 p.m.  Everyone who attended was treated to several excellent hymns during a 
traditional service about the birth of Jesus Christ.  Thanks to everyone who attended.  

• PECAN PIES – Just in time for Thanksgiving, B. Evans Kitchen (aka Blannie Bowen) 
baked 53 genuine Southern pecan pies that were sold as a fundraiser for Albright-Bethune.  
The pies resulted in $1,090 being raised for our congregation.  Thanks to everyone who 
bought pies and made contributions.  Contact Blannie if you have any questions. 



 

PAGE 4 OF 4 

• MEN WHO COOK - This spring we will again have a special day for the men and boys of 
Albright-Bethune.  After our Men’s Day worship service, we will have an annual luncheon 
entitled Men Who Cook.  Blannie Bowen and Mark Dyreson are again co-chairing the 
planning committee.  Please contact them if you will prepare a dish.  Also, we will feature an 
outstanding guest speaker.  The date for this special program will be announced later. 

• LITURGISTS & TEACHERS NEEDED – Please consider playing a more active role in our 
congregation.  Volunteers are being sought to be Sunday School teachers and our liturgist 
during worship.  Contact Carla Roser-Jones if you are interested in these opportunities.  
You can reach Carla at 814-880-9302 if you do not catch her before or after worship service. 

• LIBERIAN PRESIDENT - Liberia Area Bishop Samuel J. Quire Jr. is calling on all Liberians, 
especially United Methodists, to support President-elect George Manneh Weah.  Weah, a 
United Methodist and former soccer star, is expected to be sworn in January 22, taking over 
power from President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, who also is a United Methodist.  Weah was 
elected by more than 61% of the vote over his rival, Vice President Joseph N. Boakai, 
during a Dec. 26 presidential runoff election (By Julu Swen of the UM News Service).  
 
 

 

Calendar 
 
January 8  Penn State Classes Begin 
January 9  Albright-Bethune Administrative Council Meets, 7 p.m. 
January 14  Human Relations Day 
January 15  Martin Luther King, Jr., Banquet, Penn Stater Hotel, 6 p.m. 
February 1-28  Black History Month 
February 11  Scouting Sunday 
February 13  Albright-Bethune Administrative Council Meets, 7 p.m. 
February 14   Ash Wednesday 
March 2  World Day of Prayer 
March 4-10  Penn State Spring Break 
March 11  UMCOR Sunday (Formerly One Great Hour of Sharing Sunday) 
March 11  Daylight Savings Time Begins 
March 13  Albright-Bethune Administrative Council Meets, 7 p.m. 
March 30  Good Friday 
April 1  Easter Sunday 
April 10  Albright-Bethune Administrative Council Meets, 7 p.m. 
April 15  Native American Ministries Sunday 
April 27  Penn State Classes End 
May 4-6  Penn State Commencement Exercises  
May 8  Albright-Bethune Administrative Council Meets, 7 p.m. 
May 27  Peace With Justice Sunday. 


