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From the Desk of Pastor Pamela Ford 
 
 

A special General Conference of the United Methodist Church will be held February 23-26 in St. 
Louis.  The only issue on the agenda is that of “finding a way forward” on the issues of the 
marriage of LGBTQ persons in the UMC and the ordination of LGBTQ men and women.   
 
What makes this issue so difficult for us? 
 As a church in the USA, the denomination reflects the same divisions that exist in US 

American culture around this issue.  We are also a global church.  This is a strength of the 
denomination, but we also include even more cultural variations.  Some areas in which the 
church is growing most rapidly, including some countries of Africa, are those in which coming 
out as an LGBTQ person is punishable by death.   
 

Can we remain united around our mission while allowing for these theological and cultural 
variations?  Some proposals attempt to allow for this. 
 The current position of the UMC (since 1972) has been that of forbidding United Methodist 

pastors to officiate at same-sex marriages.  The UMC currently is opposed to the ordination of 
“self-avowed practicing homosexuals.”  (However, there is at least one LGBTQ Bishop in the 
UMC as well as other known LGBTQ pastors.)  A large and organized contingent of United 
Methodists, calling itself the Wesley Covenant Association, would like to maintain and 
strengthen this traditional position.  Those congregations and pastors who do not uphold this 
position could be exited from the United Methodist Church, if this position prevails. 

 On the other end of the spectrum is what is called the “Simple Plan.”  This would strike from 
The Book of Discipline, our rule book, all statements and phrases that discriminate against 
LGBTQ people. 

 Every point of view draws upon scriptural texts for support. 
 
The General Conference will be livestreamed.  The URL will be shared when it is available.  In 
the meanwhile, more information is available at https://susumc.org/wayforward/.  A follow-up 
meeting will be held in our area on Sunday, March 24, at Faith UMC in Bellefonte, at 3:00 pm. 
 
At this point, the outcome is hard to predict.  Pray for those of the LGBTQ community who will 
have to endure being publicly discussed with relatively few (2%) of the General Conference 
delegates being from that segment of the church.  Please also be in prayer that schism can be 
avoided and unity maintained around the mission of the UM Church:  To make disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the world.  Walking with you - Pastor Pam 
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• SERVICE WITH MENNONITE CHURCH – On February 10 our church will again worship with 
and share a meal with the University Mennonite Church during our 19th annual joint service. 
This year the service will be held at Albright-Bethune.  A fellowship meal will follow and our 
church family is asked to bring main dishes.  The preacher will be Pastor Kate Heinzel who 
began her ministry at University Mennonite in September.  This annual service was started 
in 2000 and is held during Black History Month to promote cross-cultural understanding of 
two religious traditions.  Please plan to attend this worship service and lunch that will feature 
excellent foods.  This affair is a great chance to have conversations and make new friends. 

• SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY - If you watch football’s Super Bowl on February 3, think about 
sharing your snacks.  In 1993, a single prayer led a senior high youth group in Columbia, 
SC, to create a simple, yet powerful idea to fight hunger and poverty in their city.  The 
Souper Bowl of Caring calls youth to action.  And individuals, civic organizations, and 
schools are making a difference through this movement.  Various religious groups, including 
the UMC, promote the concept of souper bowls to share food with the hungry.  On this day, 
give to the Food Bank, share with individuals who are less fortunate, or make a special gift. 

• GUEST MINISTER - On Sunday, February 17, Jen Gruendler of the Campus Ministry at 
the Wesley Foundation will share our morning message.  You will enjoy getting to know Jen 
who is a real sparkplug for ministry with PSU students.  Each week 800-1,000 students pass 
through the Wesley Foundation!  Pastor Pam will be away on the 17th to officiate and 
celebrate at her daughter Emily’s wedding in Warrenton, Virginia. 

• INVITATION TO SING - The 10th annual Centre Region Ecumenical Choir will present the 
choral work Seven Last Words by Michael John Trotta on April 3 at 7 pm at Grace Lutheran 
Church.  Please consider lending your voice to the choir.  There are no auditions!  
Rehearsals will be on Sunday afternoons starting February 24 from 2-4 pm.  Singers should 
attend at least 4 of the 6 rehearsals.  This is an amazing piece of music, and a great way to 
experience faith during the Lenten season.  Email the director, Laurel Sanders, at 
sanders.laurel@me.com by February 15 if you wish to sing. 

• FERRELL ARTICLE - Congratulations to Don Ferrell who is featured in the current 
January-February issue of the Penn Stater alumni magazine.  Don’s long, distinguished 
career at Penn State is reviewed in an article entitled Blazing a Trail on the Lanes.  He 
came to the University 40 years ago and over the years served in various positions.  Don 
was the first African American head coach at the University and his 1979 women’s bowling 
team won the national championship.  Later Don became the football team’s academic 
advisor.  If you have not read the article, a copy is posted on the bulletin board near the front 
entrance to our church.   

• BOOK STUDY - Albright-Bethune partnered with Open Table of St Paul’s UMC and the 
Wesley Foundation to offer a 3-week study of the book entitled I'm Still Here. Black Dignity 
in a World Made for Whiteness.  The study was in preparation for the appearance of the 
author, Austin Channing Brown, at Penn State.  Brown was scheduled to speak on January 
30 but her speech was postponed to March 28 when cold weather forced the University to 
close.  Please save this new date!  The study group met on Wednesdays, January 9, 16, 
and 23, from 7-8:15 pm at Albright-Bethune and almost 30 individuals attended each 
session.  Special thanks are extended to Cheraine Stanford who moderated each session 
and to Rev. Ford for also assisting with each session. 
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• SUPPORT FOR VICTIMS OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING - Trinity UMC in Bellefonte is collecting 
used pocketbooks that are in fairly good condition.  The pocketbooks will be refurbished and 
sold with proceeds going toward support of human trafficking victims.  You can bring used 
purses to A-B through February 24. 

• EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT - Braden Dyreson is now completing a project at our church as 
part of his requirements to become an Eagle Scout.  Braden is painting the stairway and hall 
area leading to our kitchen and fellowship hall.  He will also add paintings and murals to 
beautify this space so it is more colorful and informative.  If you wish to make a donation for 
Braden’s project, you can place it in the offering plate or give it to an usher.  Best wishes 
with your project, Braden.   

• MEN’S DAY & MEN WHO COOK – On March 17, we will again have a special day for the 
men and boys of Albright-Bethune.  After our annual Men’s Day worship service, we will 
have a luncheon entitled Men Who Cook.  Blannie Bowen, Mark Dyreson, and Wally 
Richardson are again co-chairing the planning committee.  Please contact them if you will 
prepare a dish or want to purchase a $10 ticket.  Also, feel free to invite your friends and 
colleagues.  Bishop Jeremiah Park of our Susquehanna Conference will be our speaker.  
You can learn more about Bishop Park at https://susumc.org/our-bishop/.   

• FURNACE UPDATE – Thank you for your contributions and pledges to replace our church’s 
furnace.  Please prayerfully consider your situation and how much you can contribute 
toward the furnace.  Our goal is to raise the $19,000 that we spent to replace the furnace in 
December.  Ask an usher for a commitment form which is also posted on the bulletin board.  
See Pastor Ford or Jackie Peagler, the Chair of our Administrative Council, if you have 
any questions.  Thank you for your consideration and support of this effort.  

• MLK PROGRAM - During our January 27 worship, our children presented a superb 
program on Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and other leaders who were featured via readings 
and photos.  Kudos to our children and their teachers (JoDee Dyreson and Carla Roser-
Jones) who organized the program.  Also, thanks to Kenyan and Ayana Cattell, Jo Ferrell, 
and everyone who prepared soup, sandwiches, and other foods served after the program. 

• INCOME Tax Assistance – Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) is available by 
appointment from February 1 to April 13.  No assistance will be provided March 1-10 during 
the Penn State spring break.  Assistance is provided to families whose gross income is 
$55,000 or less for the 2018 tax year.  Sessions are held at Penn State in Room 10 
Ferguson Building which is in the basement.  To self-schedule an appointment, go to 
www.psuvita.org/.  You can also call 814-863-4147 to schedule an appointment.  If there is 
no answer, leave a call-back name and number.  See Cathy Bowen if you have questions 
about VITA. 

• BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES - Congratulations to these individuals who celebrate 
special days this month:  February 7 – AnneMarie Mingo’s Birthday; February 10 – 
Amariah Holliday’s Birthday; February 11 – Wally Richardson’s Birthday; February 16 – 
Courtney Shilling’s Birthday; February 17 - Aamen Shilling’s Birthday;  February 23 - 
D'Andre Wilson's Birthday ; February 24 – Terri Schleiden’s Birthday; February 25 – Kate 
Ebun Dyreson’s Birthday; and February 27 - Huey Jones' Birthday.  Give Blannie your 
special dates so we can honor you (call 237-5131 or email blanniebowen@gmail.com). 



 

PAGE 4 OF 4 

• UMC SCHOLARSHIPS & LOANS - United Methodist Church high school seniors and those 
enrolled in college who are also active in their church and/or in the conference may apply for 
a fall 2019 scholarship offered through the United Methodist General Board of Higher 
Education and Ministry.  Students must apply online between January 3-March 7 at 
https://www.gbhem.org/loans-and-scholarships/scholarships.  Student loans are also 
available at very low interest rates (with a credit worthy co-signer).  Funds for these 
scholarships come from offerings taken on United Methodist Student Day, World 
Communion Sunday, and Native American Sunday.  Please share this information with 
students and families that qualify for this support. 

• MLK BANQUET - The 44th Annual Martin Luther King, Jr., banquet was held on January 
15 at the Jordan Center and our church purchased two tables.  Thanks to Michelle 
Torregano for coordinating our tables.  Pastor Ford gave the invocation for the banquet 
which is conducted by the FOBA faculty and staff organization.  Almost 1,000 attended the 
banquet which had to be moved from the Penn Stater to accommodate the larger audience. 

• YOUR ITEMS – Send, email to blanniebowen@gmail.com or give your items to Blannie by 
the 20th of the month.  Send your birthday, awards, church presentations, writings, etc. 
 
 

 

Calendar 
 

February 1-28  Black History Month 
February 3  Souper Bowl Sunday 
February 10  Joint Service With University Mennonite Church; 
  Scouting Sunday 
February 12  Albright-Bethune Administrative Council Meets, 7 pm 
March 1  World Day of Prayer 
March 3-9  Penn State Spring Break 
March 6   Ash Wednesday 
March 10  Daylight Savings Time Begins 
March 12  Albright-Bethune Administrative Council Meets, 7 pm 
March 17  Men Who Cook & Men’s Day (Bishop Park Speaks) 
March 31  UMCOR Sunday (Formerly One Great Hour of Sharing Sunday) 
April 9  Albright-Bethune Administrative Council Meets, 7 pm 
April 19  Good Friday 
April 21  Easter Sunday 
April 26  Penn State Classes End  
May 3-5  Penn State Commencement Exercises  
May 5  Native American Ministries Sunday 
May 14  Albright-Bethune Administrative Council Meets, 7 pm 
June 11  Albright-Bethune Administrative Council Meets, 7 pm 
June 16  Peace With Justice Sunday 

 


