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From the Desk of Pastor Pamela Ford 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

Welcome to the most important events of our Christian life!  As we move through the final 
days of Lent, the sacred celebrations of Holy Week and Easter await.  Please join us as we 
take this journey together.  We will have our Palm Sunday service on April 14 with our 
regular worship at 11 am.  Then there will be a Palm Sunday Peace Walk from 3-5 pm and it 
will include these six stops: 
 

Stop #1:  St. Paul’s United Methodist Church on E. College Ave, Rebecca Barrett-Fox 
(Overcoming the Walls of Hatred) 

Stop #2:  Faith United Church of Christ, E. College Avenue, Rev. Jes Kast (The Wall of 
Housing Insecurity) 

Stop #3:  Grace Lutheran Church, Cindy Fritz (Education, Youth, Children) 
Stop #4: A Neighborhood Fraternity:  The Wall of Belonging 
Stop #5:  State College Friends’ Meeting, Cy DeVries (The Wall of Racism/Inclusion) 
Stop #6:  Temple Brit Shalom, Rabbi David Ostrich, Welcome, and Sarah Malone (Healing 

from Antisemitism) 
 

The Walk will end with the planting of a red bud tree at Brit Shalom. 
 

Later we will have Maundy Thursday on April 18 at 6 pm (The Last Supper).  On Good 
Friday, April 19, our service will begin at 7 pm and feature The Seven Last Words of Christ.  
Then on Easter, April 21, at 11 am our theme will be Give Glory to the Risen Lord! 
 

May you be richly blessed in your walk with Jesus during this holy time! Walking with you - 
Pastor Pam Ford 
 

• ONLINE GIVING - Albright-Bethune recently created an online giving option and some have 
already registered to use it.  This option will enable our church to have a more stable and 
predictable income.  It will also free you from check-writing.  You can register to give online at 
www.albrightbethuneumc.org.  Click on “online giving” at the top right of the page!  Set up 
your profile (email and password), and indicate your desired amount and frequency of giving.  
That’s it!  Thanks to Cathy Bowen, our church’s treasurer, for working to create this option.   

  A-B NEWSLETTER   

• ALBRIGHT-BETHUNE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH • 
Rev., Dr. Pamela Haddon Ford, Pastor 
Email: rev.pamelaford@gmail.com  

Church phone: 237-4404; Email:  albrightbethuneumc206@gmail.com  
Church website:  www.albrightbethuneumc.org 

 
Blannie Bowen, Editor;  Volume 26,  Number 4,  April 2019 

 



 

PAGE 2 OF 4 

• NEW PASTOR - During our Men’s Day program on March 17, Rev. Lori Steffensen, our 
District Superintendent, announced our next pastor.  She said that the Rev. Dr. Paul C. 
Amara will be appointed effective July 1.  A native of Sierra Leone, Dr. Amara and his wife, 
Kadiatu, will move to State College from his pastorate in Plains, PA, in the Scranton-Wilkes 
Barre District.  Rev. Steffensen provided a written introduction to the Amara family.  Copies 
are posted on a bulletin board near the entrance to our sanctuary.  To make possible the 
appointment of a fulltime ordained elder, Albright-Bethune will be yoked with the Park Forest 
UMC.  The two congregations will share Dr. Amara as Pastor.  More information about our 
new pastor will be available as his start date gets closer.   

• STUDY TIME & STUDENT DINNER – Your support is requested so our church can offer two 
outreach activities for PSU students at the end of the semester.  First, on April 27 at 4 pm, we 
will have a Soul Food dinner for about 30 students.  Lisa Warren is coordinating this dinner.  
She needs drinks, desserts, and volunteers to serve and clean-up after the dinner.  You can 
sign-up at church to volunteer and donate, or contact Lisa at truthseeker1218@yahoo.com.  
Second, on April 28-30 from 6-11 pm, our church will provide study space.  Two volunteers 
are needed in the Fellowship Hall and 1-2 to greet and direct students in the upstairs narthex.  
Also, donations of snacks are requested (cupcakes, donuts, fruit, nutrition bars, etc.).  To 
help or donate, sign-up at the church or email rev.pamelaford@gmail.com.  We can offer 
these ministries only if enough individuals commit in advance.  

• HOMECOMING 2019 – This summer Albright-Bethune will have a weekend program for our 
former members and worshippers.  Planning for Homecoming 2019 will probably include 
activities on Saturday, worship on Sunday, and then a farewell lunch.  See Blannie Bowen 
and Lisa Warren if you would like to help plan and conduct this event.  Blannie is now 
developing a list of individuals who should be invited.  Please contact him if you have names 
and contact information for such individuals.  The date and more details will be forthcoming. 

• DONATIONS - To make better use of donor dollars for its programs, Interfaith Human 
Services requests donations of these items: Forever stamps, Sheetz gas cards, Lysol or 
Clorox wipes, and paper towels, toilet paper, tissues, and kitchen sponges.  These items 
should be left on the table by our church’s office. 

• GENERAL CONFERENCE FOLLOW-UP - On May 3, at 3 pm, our Susquehanna Conference 
will provide a livestream to share information about the recent UMC General Conference.  
Mount Nittany UMC on Branch Road will be the livestream site in our area.  You can also 
view the livestream at home but you must register at https://www.susumc.org/understanding-
general-conference-2019.  At the General Conference, delegates affirmed, by a small 
margin, the continued exclusion of LGBTQ persons from ordination as pastors and from 
marriage in the UMC.  Additionally, much stricter penalties would be imposed upon 
congregations and pastors who do not follow these policies.  The actions taken by the 
General Conference will now be reviewed by the denomination’s Judicial Council to 
determine if the rulings are in agreement with the church’s constitution.   

• NOTHING BUT NETS – As a founding partner of Nothing But Nets, since 2006 the UMC has 
been fighting malaria.  The UMC, the United Nations Foundation, and various partners have 
built this grassroots movement to end malaria, resulting in over 13 million bed nets being sent 
to families in Africa.  Just $10 buys a bed net, distributes it to a family, and provides 
education on how to use it.  The partners have raised over $70 million.  See JoDee Dyreson 
for more information about how you can contribute to this project. 
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• EAGLE SCOUT - Please congratulate Braden Dyreson who was approved last month for 
the rank of Eagle Scout.  Braden completed a project at our church as part of his 
requirements.  He painted the stairway and hall area leading to our kitchen and fellowship 
hall.  He also added paintings and murals to beautify this space so it is more colorful and 
informative.  In addition, new lighting was installed to brighten the space.  

• EASTER EGG HUNT – On April 20 at 11 am, our church will hold its annual Easter egg 
hunt at the Bowen home.  See Blannie or Cathy if you need directions to 2459 Chatham 
Court in the Saybrook Subdivision.  Children, teens, and children at heart are welcome.  
Carla Roser-Jones and several assistants will organize the event that will be lots of fun.  

• WOMEN’S DAY - Please join us on April 28 for our annual Women’s Day program that will 
be held during our worship service.  The women of the church will prepare delicious cuisine 
for all to enjoy.  Please contact Michelle Torregano if you have any questions. 

• BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES - Congratulations to these individuals who celebrate 
special days this month:  April 1 - Marcus Bowen's Birthday; April 4 - Courtlyn Roser-
Jones' Birthday; April 14 – Deborah Atwater’s Birthday; April 16 – Albert Shilling’s 
Birthday; April 17 - Donald & Josephine Ferrell's Wedding Anniversary; April 25 – Tobin 
Wilson’s Birthday; and April 26 - Blannie Bowen's Birthday.  Give Blannie your special 
dates so we can honor you (call 237-5131 or email blanniebowen@gmail.com). 

• CONDOLENCES - Please take time to extend condolences to Albert Shilling who lost his 
sister last month and to Wally Richardson who lost an aunt.  Albert, Wally, and their families 
will appreciate your thoughts during this difficult time of loss.  

• HUMOR MONTH - April is National Humor Month.  Enrich the life of someone by doing an 
activity or something humorous.  Send a humorous thinking about you card or watch a funny 
movie or program.  Do an act of kindness for a friend or family member.  Humor is frequently 
shown to reduce stress and enrich the lives of individuals. 

• SOUP - Thanks to everyone who donated cans of soup recently for the Food Bank.  Our 
congregation collected 38 cans of various types of soups.  Your collective efforts are much 
appreciated to help the needy in our community. 

• MEN’S DAY & MEN WHO COOK – On March 17, we had Men’s Day and then our Men Who 
Cook luncheon.  Bishop Jeremiah Park delivered an inspirational message.  Plaques were 
presented to Bishop Park and to Braden Dyreson for his service to our church.  Thanks to 
everyone who provided dishes, served the food, cleaned, and provided other assistance.  
This fundraiser generated $1,781 for our church and Albert Stevenson sold $480 in tickets. 

• ANNUAL CONFERENCE - Our Susquehanna UMC Annual Conference will be held May 30-
June 1 at the Hershey Lodge.  The business of our Conference will be conducted and many 
speakers will offer messages.  Clergy, lay leaders, and lay members will attend.  Please 
contact Pastor Ford or Jackie Peagler if you have questions about Annual Conference.  
You can also learn more about the Conference at https://www.susumc.org/annual-conference/.   

• FISH FRY – All are invited to the 15th annual Larry Young, Terrell Jones, and Ed Thompson 
Scholarships Fish Fry & Fundraiser at Sunset Park on May 10.  This event is held to raise 
funds for the Young Scholarship, the Jones Memorial Scholarship, and the Thompson 
Memorial Scholarship to enable outstanding underrepresented students to attend college.  
Contact Marcus Whitehurst at maw163@psu.edu or 865-5906 if you have questions. 
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• SPRING GRADUATES - If you are graduating from high school or college in May or June, 
we want to honor you and celebrate your accomplishment.  Please contact Blannie Bowen 
at 237-5131 or by email at blanniebowen@gmail.com with your information.   

• MOTHER’S DAY – Greece gave birth to Mother's Day, but the mother of Mother's Day in 
the US was Ann Marie Reeves Jarvis, the wife of a West Virginia Methodist pastor.  Her 
daughter, Anna, led a campaign to have Mother's Day become a national holiday.  Anna 
heard her mother express hope that a memorial would be established for mothers, living and 
dead.  After her father’s death in 1902, Anna, her mother, and sister moved to Philadelphia.  
After Ann's death in 1905, Anna began a drive to fulfill her mother’s wish.  On May 10, 1908, 
a program was held at Andrews Methodist Episcopal Church in Grafton and in Philadelphia, 
launching a memorial day for mothers.  The church later observed Mother's Day on the 2nd 
Sunday each year making Andrews the mother church of Mother's Day.  The church, no 
longer an active Methodist congregation, was incorporated as an international shrine in 1962.  
Mother’s Day will be celebrated in 2019 on May 12 (From UM News Service). 

• ASCENSION DAY - Did you know that, as promised, Jesus appeared to His disciples 40 
days after his crucifixion?  Christians traditionally celebrate His ascension into heaven on the 
40th day of Easter (May 30 in 2019).  This event is followed by the Day of Pentecost to 
celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit in whose power this happens. 
 

 

Calendar 
 

April 9  Albright-Bethune Administrative Council Meets, 7 pm 
April 10  Lenten Book Study, 7 pm 
April 18   Maundy Thursday Service, 6 pm 
April 19  Good Friday Service, 7 pm 
April 20  Church Easter Egg Hunt at the Bowen Home, 11 am 
April 21  Easter Sunday 
April 24  Lenten Book Study, 7 pm 
April 26  Penn State Classes End  
April 28  Women’s Day 
May 3-5  Penn State Commencement Exercises  
May 5  Native American Ministries Sunday 
May 10  Young, Jones, & Thompson Scholarships Fish Fry, Sunset Park 
May 12  Mother’s Day 
May 14  Albright-Bethune Administrative Council Meets, 7 pm 
May 27  Memorial Day 
May 30  Day of Ascension 
May 30-June 1 Susquehanna Annual UMC Conference, Hershey Lodge 
June 9  Day of Pentecost 
June 16  Father’s Day; Peace With Justice Sunday 


