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From the Desk of Pastor Pamela Ford 

JOYOUS EASTER!   I’m so glad that Easter is a whole season (50 days), not just one day!  
After the doldrums of winter, it is so good to focus on new life in the earth, in our souls, and 
in the church!  Thanks be to God for rolling away the stones that stand between us and 
abundant life! 
 

As most know, we are in an ongoing process during this time of “interim” ministry.  While 
there are some tasks that need to be cared for, the most important challenge is that of 
prayerfully discerning the next faithful steps of Albright-Bethune Church.  I think that having 
an ongoing conversation is key to this effort.  Our gathering for lunch and discussion several 
weeks ago was a great starting point.  We will meet again for lunch after worship on April 
15.  We’ll talk for about an hour with an update on the congregation’s financial status as well 
as follow-up on ideas from the last gathering.  The more input we have, the better!  So 
please save the date! 
 

In the meanwhile, thanks to Jackie Peagler and the Pastor Parish Relations Committee for 
their excellent job in naming a new Administrative Assistant for AB!  Katryn “Kat” Boynton 
begins on Wednesday, April 4.  The plan is for Kat to be in the church office on Wednesday 
mornings from 9-noon.  Thanks to JoDee Dyreson, Michelle Torregano, and Cathy Bowen 
for making sure necessary office tasks were taken care of for the past several months!   
 

The AB website is being redesigned by Cassus Media.  It will be up and running in about 2 
weeks.  If you enjoy shooting photos, we will need fresh pictures of church life and ministry 
to keep the site interesting!  Did you know that newcomers most often “enter” a church first 
through the website?  The goal is to be visitor friendly!  
 

I’m looking forward to the weeks ahead!  As the grieving women were surprised to find an 
empty tomb, I know we will be surprised to find the Risen One’s presence when and where 
we least expect it!  Walking with you - Pastor Pam.  

• MLK TRIBUTE - Penn State’s College of Arts and Architecture will present a Choral 
Tribute to Martin Luther King, Jr., on April 4 at 7:30 pm in Eisenhower Auditorium.  Several 
choral groups will perform including Essence of Joy, the Penn State Glee Club, and the 
State College Choral Society.  Tickets are free and now available. 
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• CLEAN-UP DAY - Our church will have a clean-up day on Saturday, April 14, from 9-noon. 
and we hope that you will be able to assist.  Several areas of our church need a good 
cleaning and better organization.  More details will be announced during worship and 
included in the bulletin.  See Jackie Peagler if you have questions. 

• CHURCH CONVERSATIONS - On April 15 after our worship service, we will continue 
conversations about future directions in ministry for our church.  About an hour will be spent 
updating the congregation on our financial status and progress made and future directions 
during our “interim” ministry period.  Lunch will be served.  Please plan to attend. 

• WOMEN’S DAY - Please join us on April 29 for our annual Women’s Day program that will 
be held during our worship service.  The women of the church will prepare delicious cuisine 
for all to enjoy.  Please contact Michelle Torregano if you have any questions. 

• DIVERSITY GROUP CONVERSATION - The Community Diversity Group’s next conversation 
opportunity will be held on April 6 at 5:30 pm in the State College Municipal Building.  The 
focus will be “Immigrant Entrepreneurs in Centre County.”  Information is available at 
www.communitydiversitygroup.com.  Contact AnneMarie Mingo if you have questions. 

• WALK/RUN-A-THON - Our State College UMC District is sponsoring a MILES FOR 
MISSIONS Walk/Run-a-Thon on Sunday, April 29, from 2-5 pm that will feature Bishop 
Jeremiah Park.  Every dollar raised will help people through Imagine No Malaria and 
reducing Mission Central debt.  You can walk or run, volunteer to help with the logistics, or 
donate to this cause.  A flyer about the event is posted on our church’s bulletin boards.  
Also, see Pastor Ford if you have questions.  This event will be at the Grange Fairgrounds in 
Centre Hall.  The Walk/Run-a-thon route is level and paved for safe and easy walking. 

• BASKETBALL - Congratulations to Zan Dyreson whose Juniata Valley girls’ basketball 
team finished second in the state on March 27 during the PIAA tournament in Hershey.  
Juniata led for most of the game before losing a heartbreaker in overtime.  Best wishes, 
Zan, and keep working on your basketball skills.  We’re very proud of you and your 
teammates.  

• STUDY SPACE - Evening study space will be provided to Penn State students during final 
exam week (April 30-May 3).  Our church will be open Sunday to Thursday from 6-11 pm.  
Andrew Jackson is leading this effort and he needs 2-3 volunteers each evening.  Contact 
Andrew to volunteer or for more information.  Also, let students know about this opportunity.   

• BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES - Congratulations to these individuals who celebrate 
special days this month:  April 1 - Marcus Bowen's Birthday;  April 4 - Courtlyn Roser-
Jones' Birthday;  April 14 – Deborah Atwater’s Birthday;  April 16 – Albert Shilling’s 
Birthday; April 17 - Donald & Josephine Ferrell's Wedding Anniversary;  April 25 – Tobin 
Wilson’s Birthday;  and April 26 - Blannie Bowen's Birthday.  Give Blannie your special 
dates so we can honor you (call 237-5131 or email blanniebowen@gmail.com). 

• ANNUAL CONFERENCE - Our Susquehanna UMC Annual Conference will be held May 31-
June 2 at the Hershey Lodge.  The business of our Conference will be conducted and 
numerous speakers will offer messages.  Clergy, lay leaders, and lay members will attend.  
Please contact Pastor Ford or Jackie Peagler if you have questions about Annual 
Conference.  You can also learn more about the Conference at   
http://susumc.org/index.php/about-us/annual-conference-archive/annual-conference-2018. 
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• ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT – Our church has hired Katryn Boynton as its part-time 
administrative assistant effective April 4.  Kat is a very experienced professional who retired 
from Penn State last year after more than 20 years in the Provost’s Office.  You can 
congratulate her at albrightbethuenumc206@gmail.com. 

• HONOREE - The Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference (MEAC) honors some of its outstanding 
alumni during its annual basketball tournament.  Each team in the conference selects an 
alumnus to honor.  On March 8 in Norfolk, VA, Blannie Bowen was recognized as North 
Carolina A&T’s representative.  Blannie earned his BS and MS from his alma mater.  
Congratulations. 

• FISH FRY – All are invited to the 14th annual Larry Young, Terrell Jones, and Ed 
Thompson Scholarships Fish Fry & Fundraiser at Sunset Park on May 11.  This event is 
held to raise funds for the Larry Young Scholarship, the Terrell Jones Memorial Scholarship, 
and the Edward Thompson Memorial Scholarship to enable outstanding underrepresented 
students to attend college.  Lots of excellent foods will be provided.  If you have questions, 
contact Marcus Whitehurst at maw163@psu.edu or 865-5906. 

• NOTHING BUT NETS – As a founding partner of Nothing But Nets, since 2006 the UMC 
has been fighting malaria.  The UMC and various partners have built this grassroots 
movement to end malaria, resulting in over 12 million bed nets being sent to families in 
Africa.  Just $10 buys a bed net, distributes it to a family, and provides education on how to 
use it.  The partners have raised over $65 million.  See JoDee Dyreson for more 
information about how you can contribute to this project. 

• MOTHER’S DAY – Greece gave birth to Mother's Day, but the mother of Mother's Day in 
the US was Ann Marie Reeves Jarvis, the wife of a West Virginia Methodist pastor.  Her 
daughter, Anna, led a campaign to have Mother's Day become a national holiday.  Anna 
heard her mother express hope that a memorial would be established for mothers, living and 
dead.  After her father’s death in 1902, Anna, her mother, and sister moved to Philadelphia.  
After Ann's death in 1905, Anna began a drive to fulfill her mother’s wish.  On May 10, 1908, 
a program was held at Andrews Methodist Episcopal Church in Grafton and in Philadelphia, 
launching a memorial day for mothers.  The church later observed Mother's Day on the 2nd 
Sunday each year making Andrews the mother church of Mother's Day.  The church, no 
longer an active Methodist congregation, was incorporated as an international shrine in 
1962.  Mother’s Day will be celebrated in 2018 on May 13 (From UM News Service). 

• INCOME Tax Assistance - Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) is available by 
appointment until April 12.  Assistance is provided to families whose gross income is 
$54,000 or less for the 2017 tax year.  Sessions are held at Penn State in Room 10 
Ferguson Building which is in the basement.  To self-schedule an appointment, go to 
www.psuvita.org/.  Also, you can call 814-863-4147 to schedule an appointment.  If there is 
no answer, leave a call-back name and number.  See Cathy Bowen if you have questions. 

• MEN’S DAY & MEN WHO COOK – After our Men’s Day service on March 18, our men and 
boys shared their best dishes during our Men Who Cook luncheon.  Greg Drane, the Penn 
State Blue Band director, delivered an inspirational message about his faith journey.  We 
presented plaques to Greg for being our speaker and to Wally Richardson for his excellent 
service to our church.  Thanks to everyone who provided dishes, served the food, cleaned 
before and after the event, and provided other assistance.  This fundraiser generated 
$1,460 for our church and Albert Stevenson sold $550 in tickets. 
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• ASCENSION DAY - Did you know that, as promised, Jesus appeared to His disciples 40 
days after his crucifixion?  Christians traditionally celebrate His ascension into heaven on 
the 40th day of Easter (May 10 in 2018).  This event is followed by the Day of Pentecost to 
celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit in whose power this happens. 

• HUMOR MONTH - April is National Humor Month.  Enrich the life of someone by doing an 
activity or something humorous.  Send a humorous thinking about you card or watch a funny 
movie or program.  Do an act of kindness for a friend or family member.  Humor is frequently 
shown to reduce stress and enrich the lives of individuals. 

• SPRING GRADUATES - If you are graduating in May or June, we want to celebrate your 
accomplishment.  Please contact Blannie Bowen at (814) 777-6550 or by email at 
blanniebowen@gmail.com with your information.  Remember your congregation if you are 
moving away.  Be sure to worship with us when you return.  If you are staying in the area, 
continue to worship regularly with us. 

• PENTECOST – Pentecost is derived from the Greek word “pentekost” meaning 50th.  It is 
commemorative of the descent of the Holy Ghost on the apostles.  It is held 50 days after 
Easter and 10 days after Christ's ascension.  In 2018, Pentecost will be celebrated on May 
20.  The Jews also celebrated 50 days after Passover in a feast called Pentecost. 

• YOUR ITEMS – Send, email to blanniebowen@gmail.com or give your items to Blannie by 
the 20th of the month.  Send your birthday, awards, church presentations, writings, etc. 
 

 

Calendar 
 

April 1  Easter Sunday 
April 4  MLK Musical Tribute, 7:30 pm, Eisenhower Auditorium 
April 6  Community Diversity Group Conversation, 5:30 pm 
April 10  Albright-Bethune Administrative Council Meets, 7 pm 
April 14  Church Clean-up Day, 9-Noon 
April 15  Church Conversation After Worship   
  Native American Ministries Sunday 
April 27  Penn State Classes End 
April 29  Women’s Day 
  Walk/Run-a-Thon, Grange Fair, 2-5 pm 
May 4-6  Penn State Commencement Exercises 
May 8  Albright-Bethune Administrative Council Meets, 7 pm 
May 10  Day of Ascension 
May 11  Young, Jones, & Thompson Scholarships Fish Fry, Sunset Park 
May 13  Mother’s Day 
May 20  Day of Pentecost 
May 27  Peace With Justice Sunday 
May 28  Memorial Day 
May 31-June 2 Susquehanna UMC Annual Conference, Hershey Lodge 
June 12  Albright-Bethune Administrative Council Meets 
June 17  Father’s Day 


