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From the Desk of Pastor Paul Amara 

 

A Journey to Happy Valley:  The new appointment which happens to be a cross district 
appointment came as a surprise to our family.  We had lived in the Scranton/Wilkes-Barre district 
of the Susquehanna Annual Conference for 10 years.  Within that time, we made the Plains town 
and the Plains UMC not only our home, but our family. 
 

The cordial relationship and friendship went beyond a pastor-parish relationship.  It became 
family.  No need to elaborate the many events we went through with the Plains church.  It was 
during my tenure as pastor of the Plains UMC that I lost my dad and Kadie lost her mom. 
 

On the positive note, it was during our time in Plains that our first son (Charles) graduated from 
high school, went to college, and then joined the US military.  It was during our time that Charles 
and Sarah got married and welcomed their first son, our dear grandson baby Andrew.  Also, 
during our time in Plains, Paul, Jr., finished high school and enrolled at the University of Scranton. 
 

We have so many good memories in our last appointment that we left with mixed feelings and in 
tears.  The brothers and sisters at the Plains church grieve our departure, but they are very aware 
that ministers come and go, that our service is based on itinerancy.  So many tears dripped the 
cheeks of the parishioners. 
 

My ministry in the Wyoming Valley prepared me for ministry in Happy Valley.  My family comes to 
Albright-Bethune and Park Forest Village churches with open minds.  As humans, we can never 
guarantee anything.  What we can endeavor to do is offer the best that we can and show our 
ability to make the work of God flourish. 
 

We are happy to be in Happy Valley!  We have been warmly welcomed and taken care of.  We 
feel the Christian love in both churches.  As we get to understand and know each other, we feel a 
long term relationship being built.  We want to make State College our home. 
 

We are thrilled with the beauty of nature and greenery in this valley.  Kadie and I are nature lovers 
and we take our health very seriously.  We walk the parks every morning and go to the fitness 
center which is located less than a mile from the parsonage.  What a blessing! 
 

The many trees, the greenery, the solace, the trails, the sidewalks, the parks, the mountains, to 
mention just a few, are phenomenal.  We are making full use of these beautiful natural 
environments.  We are loving it. 
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Our first blessing here in the State College is the welcoming of our second grandson, Jacob, 
who joined the Amara family on July 31.  We are now proud grandparents of two wonderful 
boys! 
 
May God continue to bless us all and may God keep our relationship with our new church 
family strong!  
 

• OFFICE HOURS - Pastor Amara has office hours here at Albright-Bethune on Wednesdays 

and Fridays from 11 am-2 pm.  You can stop by to visit with him during these hours.  Also, 
you can reach him by email at pamara@susumc.org or via his cell phone at (585) 797-4466. 

• COOKING PROGRAM - A program for kids who like to cook is being offered at Albright-

Bethune.  Do you have kids (must have completed second grade) who want to learn to cook?  
See Ayana Cattell for more details.  You can reach Ayana at ayanacattell@gmail.com.  The 
program will meet on Thursdays from noon-5 in the Albright-Bethune kitchen for six weeks 
starting June 27.  The last session will be held on August 8.  The children will get hands-on 
fun, make some of their favorite foods, and learn food safety and cooking skills.  

• BOOK STUDY - The Racial Justice Allies group will continue its book study on Wednesday, 

August 21, from 7-8:30 pm at the University Baptist and Brethren Church on South Burrowes 
Street.  The Allies group is discussing the book entitled Between the World and Me by 
Ta-Nehisi Coates.  For this third and final session, please read the last chapter.  Parking on 
Burrowes Street near Baptist and Brethren is limited.  You should consider parking in our 
Albright-Bethune lot and walk the two blocks.  Rev. Pam Ford, our former pastor, and Maren 
Larsen of the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship are leading the Allies group. 

• MOVE-IN DAY - Penn State’s students will start moving back to their residence halls, 

apartments, and other residences on August 24.  This year our church is again planning to 
help welcome the students.  In prior years, our worshippers have distributed water, helped 
individuals unload their vehicles in our parking lot, distributed literature about our church, and 
offered other types of support.  Plans for this year are being developed and volunteers are 
needed.  Please see Jackie Peagler if you want to volunteer or have questions. 

• NEW CHURCH SIGN – Our church sign that is in the flower bed along Beaver Avenue near 

the entrance to our parking lot is being replaced.  On July 31, the old sign was removed and 
the needed concrete poured.  On August 5, a new sign will be installed.  Your contributions 
are still needed to cover the cost of the sign.  You can place a check in the offering plate or 
see Cathy Bowen, our Treasurer, about contributing to our sign fund.   

• FOOD BANK DONATIONS - For the month of August, we are asking individuals to donate 

cans of corn to the State College Food Bank.  Please place your donations in our Peanut 
Butter Express Wagon.  Your generosity and support are much appreciated. 

• BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES - Congratulations to these individuals who celebrate special 

days this month:  August 5 – Niki Dickerson vonLockette & Paris vonLockette’s Wedding 
Anniversary;  August 5 – Abby Jones’ Birthday;  August 16 - Christopher Roser Jones' 
Birthday;  August 16 – Andrew & Victoria Jackson’s Wedding Anniversary;  August 21 - 
Donald Ferrell, Jr.’ Birthday;  August 21 – JoDee & Mark Dyreson’s Wedding Anniversary;  
August 22 – Deborah Atwater & Bill Asbury’s Wedding Anniversary;  August 24 – Alexa 
Saunders’ Birthday;  August 27 - Josephine Ferrell's Birthday; and August 27 - McClane 
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Dyreson’s Birthday.  Give Blannie your special dates so we can honor you (call 237-5131 or 
email blanniebowen@gmail.com). 

• FEATURED ARTIST - Jason Adams, our church’s musician, was featured a July 19 article 

in the Centre Daily Times about his musical exploits.  If you did not see the article, it is posted 
on a bulletin board in the foyer.  Jason recently released a 10-song album that is entitled 
Reflections and Imperfections.  The album is available on a CD, in Apple Music, and possibly 
other formats.  Also, during most of the month of August, Jason will be on a cross-country 
tour that will take him to several states where he will perform and also teach songwriting 
workshops in music stores.  Best wishes with your tour and album.  We are proud of you.   

• ESSENCE OF JOY ALUMNI SINGERS - On July 14, the Essence of Joy Alumni Singers and 

Dr. Tony Leach provided the music and sermon for our worship service.  This was an 
excellent service that was enjoyed by all in attendance.  Thanks to Jason Adams for helping 
to organize this service.  Dr. Leach started the Essence of Joy choir soon after he joined the 
Penn State faculty.  The choir has performed throughout the US and in several countries. 

• SPIKES GAME – On July 30, almost 20 of our members and worshippers attended a State 

College Spikes baseball game.  Thanks to Wally Richardson and Cheraine Stanford for 
organizing this outing.  Everyone who attended had a pleasant and enjoyable experience. 

• RETIREMENT – In case you missed it, on June 30 Cathy Bowen retired from Penn State 

and the College of Agricultural Sciences after more than 30 years of service.  She started at 
PSU in January 1989 and is now Professor Emeritus of Consumer and Financial Issues.  
During her long tenure, Cathy was involved in countless programs, activities, and 
professional organizations both within Pennsylvania and nationally.  She helped start and 
manage the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program site on campus that served 
countless taxpayers.  Cathy received many awards and honors for her programs and 
activities.  On June 22, several individuals, colleagues, and family members participated in 
her retirement reception.  She is very active in and fulfills several roles at Albright-Bethune, 
including being the church treasurer.  If you have not done so, please congratulate Cathy on 
her long and distinguished career.   

• LITURGISTS & TEACHERS NEEDED – Please consider playing a more active role in our 

congregation.  Volunteers are being sought to be Sunday School teachers and our liturgist 
during worship.  Contact Carla Roser-Jones if you are interested in these opportunities.  
You can reach Carla at (814) 880-9302 if you do not catch her at our worship service. 

• FURNACE UPDATE – Thank you for your generous contributions and pledges to replace 

our church’s furnace.  Back in December, our furnace stopped working and our goal is to 
raise the $18,700 that we spent to replace it.  As of last month, we had received $14,394.38.  
Please prayerfully consider your situation and contribute to this worthy cause.  Ask an usher 
for a commitment form which is also posted on the bulletin board.  Also, see Jackie Peagler, 
the Chair of our Administrative Council, or Cathy Bowen, our Treasurer, if you have any 
questions.  Thank you for your consideration and support of this effort.  

• EACH ONE, BRING ONE! - Many individuals will soon move to the area when classes start 

at Penn State and in the schools.  Some individuals will seek a church home to have a 
fulfilling religious experience.  Take the time to share your worship experiences and then 
bring one of these individuals to church with you.  Next, nurture and keep that person 
involved in our church.  Don’t underestimate the impact that you can have if each one of us 
brings only one new person into our congregation.  If each Albright-Bethune member and 
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worshipper brings only one new person into our church family, we can begin a serious growth 
mode.  See Pastor Amara for ideas that you can share with an un-churched person. 

• ONLINE GIVING - Albright-Bethune recently created an online option so our church can 

have a predictable income.  It will also free you from check-writing.  You can register to give 
online at www.albrightbethuneumc.org.  Click on “online giving” at the top right of the page!  
Set up your profile (email and password), and indicate your desired amount and frequency of 
giving.  That’s it!  Thanks to Cathy Bowen, our church’s treasurer, for creating this option.   

• YOUR ITEMS – Send, email to blanniebowen@gmail.com or give your items to Blannie by 

the 20th of the month.  Send your birthday, awards, church presentations, writings, etc. 
 

 

Calendar 

 
August 6  Albright-Bethune Administrative Council Meets 
August 10  Penn State Summer Commencement  
August 24  Penn State Move-in Day 
August 26  Penn State Classes Begin 
September 2  Labor Day 
September 3  Albright-Bethune Administrative Council Meets, 7 p.m. 
October 1  Albright-Bethune Administrative Council Meets, 7 p.m. 
October 6  World Communion Sunday 
October 20  Laity Sunday 
November 3  Daylight Savings Time Ends 
November 5  Albright-Bethune Administrative Council Meets, 7 p.m. 
November 10  Organ and Tissue Donor Sunday (Give Life) 
November 24  United Methodist Student Sunday  
November 24-30 Penn State Thanksgiving Holiday Break 
November 28  Thanksgiving Day 
December 1-24 The Season of Advent 
December 3  Albright-Bethune Administrative Council Meets, 7 p.m. 
December 13  Penn State Classes End  
December 21  Penn State Fall Commencement 
December 25  Celebrate the Birth of Jesus 
January 1  New Year’s Day – Welcome 2020 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
• Birthday, Anniversary, & Special Dates • 

 

Please share your birthday, anniversary, and other big dates.  Complete this form and give it to an 
usher.  If you prefer, send it to Blannie Bowen at blanniebowen@gmail.com or call 237-5131.   
 

Name ___________________________________________      Birthday ______________________________________ 

Wedding Anniversary __________________________   Other Dates ___________________________________ 
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